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NM Middle School Wrestling Club

On March 3rd, 2020
North Muskegon

hosted its first home
wrestling meet in 47
years! The Norsemen
team represented itself
well against Muskegon
Catholic and Ravenna,
ending the night with
ten wins and three
losses against the
visiting teams. While a
relatively small event,

it was charged with
home-meet energy as
the Norse got aggressive
and showed off what our team is capable of!

The North Muskegon Middle
School Wrestling Club was started
in 2017 by head coach Jon Allen

and has now wrapped up its

third season. The 2020 team

is 16 strong, ranging from the
70-pound weight class all the way
up to 215-pounds and includes
6th, 7th, and 8th grade Norse
wrestlers. Our high school team
currently co-ops with Muskegon
Catholic while our program
continues to grow.

Photo: 8th grader Layne Brady
prepares to take down and pin his
opponent in the first period.
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7TH & 8TH GRADE

CAREER
CAMP>

June 15-June 18, 2020
8:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Students will participate in
four exciting hands-on career
exploration classes at the Career
Tech Center. Tuition is $60 and
includes a catered lunch.

Seats are limited so enroll today at-

>

muskegonctc.org

Cc CAREERTECH CENTER 200 Harvey Street | 231.767.3613

The Norsemen Pride is published three times per year by North
Muskegon Public Schools, 1600 Mills Avenue, North Muskegon,
MI 49445, North Muskegon accepts advertising to defray the cost
of production and distribution and appreciates the support of its
advertisers. North Muskegon does
not specifically endorse advertisers
or their products or services. Visit
our website at www.nmps.net

Contact Beth Soelberg
at 231-719-4206 g;g:';n mpt
with inquiries or by email '

at bsoelberg@nmps.net.

0o ke 37,3013 0 0

The advertisers in this publication

help to offset the cost printing and distribution costs for the Norsemen
Pride. For advertising inquiries, contact Mark Williamson at Orshal
Road Productions, 231-766-3038 or mark@orshalrdproductions.com.
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A Message From
Our Superintendent!

Hello Norse Nation!

Well... | am writing this on April
16th and you are reading it in
mid May...

We have just started engaging
in “Remote Learning.” Our
staff is working diligently to
provide our community a Good
Faith Effort to educate our
students (OUR KIDS!) to the
BEST of our ability. Our students are navigating systems and
working very hard to connect with their teachers and their
peers. Our families are striving to maximize the school/
family partnership. Our full community is changing as
needed during these new times and supporting each other

EVERYONE, THANK You!!l!

As | write this, my wish is that as you are reading this we

are moving forward as a community and nation. We have
learned some valuable life lessons through this situation
and are using those lessons to make ourselves, our family,
our community and our world a better place - we all have
the opportunity to improve during tough times and | know
that the NM Community will always rise up to do whatever is
needed for our betterment!

You have our commitment, NM School Community, that we
(the NMPS Staff) will do everything in our power to provide
your/our Kids the skills needed to advance. This will be

an ongoing process, but it will be accomplished. The NM
School Community will continue to do all needed to meet
the needs of OUR kids!

Thanks again!
Curt Babcock, Ph.D.
Superintendent of Schools
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NM Elementary is excited to have a new Leveled Reading Library in our school! These books provide an additional resource, backed
by research and evidence, that will help our teachers and readers during small group instruction. The Muskegon Area Intermediate
School District provided professional development to train the staff on the logistics and teaching of this specialized library. This
purchase was made possible through grant writing, Title |, and our school board, and will be a tremendous resource to our students
for many years! Special thanks to Lori VanderWeele, E’'lyse Benson, and Lindsey Bentley-Kittel for their efforts in organizing the
books and our digjtal check out system!
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100 Days of School!

Staff and students celebrated
100 fantastic days of school at
North Muskegon Elementary!
Students created signs, completed
projects, and even temporarily
became centenarians for this
special day! Our supportive and
generous NM PTO stocked the
fridge and supplied delicious
snacks for our staff.
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Fiﬁh Grade Science Exploration

By Lindsey Bentley-Kittel

Our NM fifth graders have been pushing themselves to the thinking limits in Science! We finished our unit on investigating
the impact of shipping 22 billion gallons of Great Lakes water to California while they were experiencing a drought.

In this investigation, students studied the impact of an invasive species on our waters (Zebra Mussels), the Earth’s “spheres”
(Biosphere, Hydrosphere, Atmosphere, and Geosphere), the changing landscape of the Sleeping Bear Dunes and why it matters,
the distribution of water on the planet, variations in lake levels and the cause and stressors on the Great Lakes. After
completing the investigations, students were asked to create a poster to convince Michigan residents to make a decision
concerning shipping water to California based on the impact it would have on Michigan. Students did a phenomenal job!
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www.orshalrdproductions.com/norsemen_pride

The Norsemen Pride
is on-line 24/7!!

Become an Advertising Sponsor

Contact Mark Williamson
231-166-3038
mark@orshalrdproductions.com
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In recognition of our brave men and women who have served our
country and continue to serve, we at North Muskegon say “Thank
You.” The selfless act of great Americans who have pledged to defend
our Constitution and country against foreign and domestic enemies at
the expense of their own lives does not go unnoticed.

On Monday, November 11th, 2019 we were honored to have
veterans from across the United States attend a special ceremony
dedicated to Veterans. Participating in this event was North
Muskegon graduate, Class of 1965, Rear Admiral (ret.) John Hutson.
He graciously dedicated his time and energy to attend the event and
gave an inspirational speech to the students of North Muskegon.
John Slocum, a social studies instructor here at North Muskegon and
current veteran, also provided words of wisdom to the students and
recognized the connection we all have to Veterans and their sacrifices.

We would like to recognize the following people and organizations who
made this special day happen: Dexter Lynn, Will Gallo, Joey Tarrant,
Noah Stewart, Ken Byard, Social Studies Department, NM Choir, NM
Orchestra, and NM Band. Without their help, none of this would have
been possible. We would also like to thank VFW Don F. Rea Post
#8846 for their participation, guidance, and assistance in preparing
and execution of the ceremony. Most importantly, we would like to
thank all veterans who attended. Welcome home!

Serving Muskegon
Jor over 70 years

COX

Accountm

Frank Cox
& Tax Serv1ce ot
1975 Holton Rd., Muskegon, MI 49445
Phone 231.744.3827 Mork Hekkema
www.coxaccounting.biz Juson Cox
Jon Johnson
CALL US TODAY TO SCHEDULE
YOUR APPOINTMENT
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Welcome to Full Day DK!

North Muskegon Elementary will be offering a Full Day DK (Discovery Kindergarten) program for our upcoming 2020-2021
school year! We are excited to offer this option for our newest Norsemen!

Our DK curriculum combines developmentally appropriate connections to the Kindergarten Common Core State Standards,
Next Generation Science Standards, and Michigan Social Studies Standards. Limited class sizes provide the ideal environment
for young learners. Students in our DK program combine learning through play with opportunities to focus on specific pre-reading,
emergent writing, and math skills. New for our 2020-2021 school year, DK students will attend the full length of our regular
school day, with appropriate breaks for rest, play, and movement built into their day.

We are looking forward to seeing you this fall!
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Norse Nature Area
Keeps Growing!

Over the last eight years, North Muskegon School students have been working
with the Great Lakes Stewardship Initiative, MDNR, environmental professionals,
and the City of North Muskegon to develop the school’'s wooded property on
Bear Lake, turning it into a nature area/outdoor classroom open to the public.
With more than $28,000 in grants and private donations, students removed
invasive plant species, planted natives, developed trails, and built benches and
a class-sized deck near the water’s edge. However, the entrance to the Norse
nature area is old, damaged, concrete steps on a large hill, preventing access for
students and individuals with handicaps. We have applied for grants through the
Muskegon Community Foundation, the Great Lakes Stewardship Initiative, the
National Education Association, and the Norse Education Foundation, seeking
private donations §

and partnering with i‘//“y

the city of North
Muskegon in order to
construct a barrier-
free ramp to allow
everyone access. No
Child Left Inside!

By building this ramp,
we aim to provide
environmental
education for

all ages, while
supporting the
restoration and
protection of our green spaces, wildlife habitat, shorelines, and water quality. Our
community actively promotes full participation by all people and wants to provide
access to all the beautiful spaces we enjoy in North Muskegon!

If you would like to support this effort with a financial gift, please contact Kristie
Hall at 719-4107 or email nef@nmps.net for further information. Thank you for
your generous support!
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MSVMA District
Solo and Ensemble

Many of our skilled choral performers enjoyed wonderful success at

MSVMA District Solo and Ensemble this year! Our students earned ten 1st

division ratings (including two perfect scores for Nova Women’s Trio and
Harmonics) and six 2nd division ratings.

Huge thank you to Elizabeth Jackson for helping prepare so many

students! Congratulations to all who participated!

Kerah Plichta

Ava Plichta

Ginger VanAntwerp
Sam Gallo

Carolyn Bennett
Lexi Jandt

Analea Wingard
Abigail Bayne
Jude Meldrum-Roy
Will Gallo

Jackson Wiles
Katie Kinahan
Alexia Lopez
Sophia Dykstra
Olivia Midora
Madisyn McKay
Adam Batch

Brendan Harris
Abbie Wiegers
Sydney Kreigh
Kyara Chaney
Marilyn Gaston
Hunter Routley
Luc Peterson
Emilia Reid
Geordan Cordle
Riley McEvoy

Ella Mallon

Nat Johnson
Cami Maynard
Leah Poulin
Greta Goszkowicz
Katherine Pitcher
Olivia Thielbar

Calandra Bungart
Kennedy Hoppa
MalLeia Nickoloff
Elizabeth Ripple
Lillian Atkinson-Miller
Sophia Lindsay
Alyvia Ackerberg
Laura Batch

Mila VanTol

Alicia Hall

Gabby Gaston
Mikyla Jones
Anna Sullivan
Samantha Sroka
Lexi Wolffis

THANK YOU
2019 DONORS

EDUCATION
FOUNDATION

$5,000 and above

Mark & Mary Moulton
Dorothy Ann Wilson

$1,000 to $4,999

CNJ D’Arcy Foundation
Charles & Vivian Johnson
Peter & Julie Johnson

Steve Johnson & Jean Chambers
William Meier

Martin & Elizabeth Pallante
Adam & Kristin Peterson

Eric & Marisa Peterson
Michael & Catherine Saunders
Kenneth & Joyce Stewart
Mike & Kerry Stewart

Paul & Nancy Taylor

Rex & Sheli Vanderlinde

Scott & Amy Zonnebelt

$250 to $999

Curtiss & Heather Babcock
Ryan & Angela Corbin

Bill & Mary Lou Eyke

Larry & Barb Gowell

Kenneth & Maria Hoopes
North Muskegon Education Association
Steve & Debbie Olsen

Aaron & Lisa Potts

Dorsey Sherman & Joel Smith
Richard Erne & Heidi Stansell
Chris & Ann Wilson

Up to $249

Thomas Anderson

Chad & Reichen Beaver
Steve & Sara Bliss
Shawn & Tamara Budd
Ken & Jessica Byard
Cory & Sara Daniell

Matt & Nathalie Dyskstra
Joseph & Janet Edick
William & Kristin Fricke
Rodney & Kristina Gallo
Robert & Kim Gautraud
Kristie Hall

Joel & Alecia Hoppa
Debra Johnson

George & Charlotte Johnson
Al & Megan Karaba

Bob Kingsley

Paul & Pat Ladas
Michael Marietti IV
William & Sherry Marietti
Ann McLaughlin

Gary & Wendy Merkey
Joan Nedeau

Jeep & Sheila Osborn
Steve & Jennifer Sanocki
Anne Schroeder

Ed & Pat Schroeder
Darek & Kimberly Senkow
Josh & Amy Silvis

Gabe & Beth Slimko
Brian & Karyn Sullivan
Paul & Jill Young

FOR SUPPORTING OUR FUTURE
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=== (Career Tech Center
c c Celebrates Fresh Look
and Future Focus in 2020

The Career Tech Center (CTC) in Muskegon publicly launched
a major rebrand to reflect the school’s dedication to providing
a future-focused education to Muskegon Area students during
its Connect with Tech Open House on January 29, 2020. The
rebrand was in response to a poll that concluded that many
parents aren’t aware of the services the center provides-even
though they are aware the center exists.

Since opening in 2005, the center has added new programs,
increased college credit and job placement, and added
programs for youth and adult learners.

The rebrand includes key marketing messages or
“cornerstones” which were determined by hosting a series

of focus groups with current, past, and potential students,
educators, staff, and employers. These cornerstones identified
the center as a leader in hands-on-learning, an institute that
empowers students for their future, equips students to excel,
and allows them to explore and accelerate their career. These
are summed up in the CTC’s new tagline, “Future. Focused.”

_ “By being future-focused, our hope is for our students to make

‘ a personal connection to their learning, learning that’s based

| on real-world projects and authentic experiences that will
From SChOOI oo o accelerate their future,” shared Principal Kyle Fiebig.

5 June 15-18, 2020, future-focused seventh and eighth graders
%' AL ' can sample programs they may like to take as high school
C A‘REER TECH CENTER juniors and seniors during Career Camp at the CTC. Career

. Focused. E Camp offers four days of hands-on, career-exploration classes
to current seventh and eighth grade students. Additional
2= to career information may be found at summercareercamp.org.

For more information on the free career-prep programs
available at the Career Tech Center in Muskegon visit
muskegonctc.org and click on the Classes link or contact
Stephanie Hoekenga at 231-767-3613.




The Newsletter for North Muskegon School District www.nmps.net May 2020

11

NM Student at Tech Center accepted into
first of its kind Student Learner Program

The International
Association of Sheet Metal,
Air, Rail, and Transportation
(SMART) Local 7’s Joint
Apprenticeship Training
Committee (JATC), in
partnership with the
Muskegon Area Career Tech
Center (CTC), recently signed
their first participant, Asa
Poulin (North Muskegon), to
their new Student Learner
Program. Asa, a Welding
Technology student at the
CTC, will receive 40 hours of
industry-related education
and on the job training
towards the goal of registering with Local 7’s Department of Labor
Registered Apprenticeship Program. According to Local 7’s Training
Coordinator, Darek Scarlavai, this program is the first with the
association in Michigan, and possibly the nation.

Scarlavai, JATC Chairman Gary Bird, Business Representative
Dave Rutz, MACTC Principal Kyle Fiebig, Welding Instructor Rod
Bulthouse, and North Muskegon High School Principal Ken Byard,
along with Asa’s parents, Marty and Rachel Poulin were present as

Be a Hero When You Join the Dean Team!

Now hiring school bus drivers in Muskegon. $16.70 per hour to start. Full benefits package
including health insurance, 401K and paid time off provided. Flexible scheduling available.

No prior professional driving experience required -
PAID TRAINING PROVIDED to achieve a
Commercial Driver’s License.

Excellent driving history is required. Must pass
background check, physical exam and drug screening.

€ TrRANSPORTATION

he signed the Student Learner
Program agreement.

“I was one of three students Mr.
Bulthouse recommended for the
program,” shared Asa. “All three
of us were then interviewed by

the committee members. | was
surprised and happy when |
found out | was selected.”

To qualify, applicants had to be
at least 16 years of age, have
attended a minimum of 95%
of scheduled classes their
freshman and sophomore
years of high school, have

maintained 3.0 grade point average in classes related to the
trade, submit a written recommendation from at least one teacher
in a class related to the trade, be able to perform the essential

functions of the trade, and complete a substance abuse screening
profile.

Asa will begin the training program this December. With Asa being
a senior he will only be in the Student Learner Program for one

year and then advance to Local 7’s apprenticeship program after
graduation.

APPLY TODAY!

deantransportation.coml/jobs

or in person Monday - Friday
at901 E. Giles Road
Muskegon, Ml 49445

(L= g o
Y e at 1800 E. Laketon Avenue

Muskegon, Mi 49442
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Holiday
Harmonies
at North
Muskegon!

North Muskegon’s exceptional Orchestra, Band, and Choir musicians
brightened this holiday season with their talents! Congratulations to
Mrs. Angela Corbin, Mr. Cory Daniell, and Mrs. Beth Slimko on beautiful
performances that added so much magic to this special time of year!
Norse musicians participated in several performances on our own campus,
and Mrs. Slimko’s choir performed with the West Michigan Symphony
at the Frauenthal Center. Thanks to our Norse musicians for developing

their skills and sharing their accomplishments with us!
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Grand Rapids Escape Room

Muskegon Lumberjacks
Riverwalk Place
Muskegon Art Museum
Coopers Hawk Winery
Mary Kay Basket

Ring Doorbell

Russ’

WOW

Jumpin Jupiter

Chuck E Cheese

Your Plate or Mine
Shedd Aquarium
Firekeepers Casino

VR Stop

Oriental Trading
Bavarian Belle Riverboat
Grand Traverse Pie Co
Allegan Event
Douglas J Aveda
Fazoli's

Lunch Bots

Ray & Sharon’s

Los Amigos

GR Symphony

Lee’s Chicken

www.nmps.net May 2020

FESTIVAL

Thank You To Our Silent Auction Donors for Family Festival 2020!

Detroit Tigers

Tree Runner Adventure Park
BAM!

Amway Riverbank Run
Banza

Cheesecake Factory
Foreshore Adventure Run
Grand Rapids Public Museum
Hilltop Designs Gift Basket
GR Mud Run

Drury Hotel

Lewis Farms

Whitecaps

Chicago Cubs

SnowTrails

Insane Inflatable

Blandford Nature Center
Maple Hill Golf

Bent Pine Golf Course
Pilgrim’s Run Golf Course
Coopersville Marne Railway
Tubby Todd

Aquastar

The Meadows

Green Bay Packers

John Ball Zoo

Thank You To Our Family
Festival 2020 Sponsors!

Family Festival Volunteers
NM MS Wrestling Club
NM Elementary Staff

NM Administration

CSM Services

MiPhoto Booth
SSB/Shelby State Bank

G&L

Yodels Frozen Yogurt

Ace Hardware

Kangaroo Palace

Bent Pine Golf Club

Steve Thompson Balloon Animals
RediRental

American Girl

Muskegon Winter Sports Complex
The Henry Ford Museum
Uof M

Black Rifle Coffee

Toast and Jams

Operation City Quest - GR
Papa Johns

Dickey’s BBQ Pit

AMC Theaters

Branns

Jimmy John’s

Planet 3

Buffalo Wild Wings

Mid Michigan Children’s Museum
GVSU

Splash Universe

Kendra Scott

Western Michigan University
The Cook Family

Left Foot Charley

Harbor Cinema

McDonald’s

Grove Collaborative
Rottermond Jewelers

Mr. B's Pancake House

13

Grand Rapids Griffins
Texas Roadhouse
Rebounderz
Sleeping Bear Press
Target Axe Throwing
Besteman Properties
Hometown Pharmacy
Mr. Quick

Glow in the Park

Red Robin
Plantenga’s Cleaners
Ray’s

Rivertown Races
Wreaking Havoc Guide Services
Community Coffee
Barnes & Noble
Trophy House

Belle Tire

Steak N Egger

Wheel of Fortune
Meijer

The Bird House
Melanie Wymer
Detroit Pistons
Vintage Redefined

Thank You To Our
Family Festival 2020
Gift Card Donors!

Besteman Properties Group
Buffalo Wild Wings

Mr. B’s Pancake House

Red Robin

Los Amigos

Russ’

Toast & Jams
Fazoli's

Mr. Quick
Steak N Egger
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* Students of the Month *; *

December Students of the Month

Paul Schanhals is the son of Elizabeth and
Michael Schanhals, of North Muskegon. He

is a member of National Honor Society and
National Art Honor Society. He is also a varsity
lacrosse and tennis player, as well as enjoying
playing hockey and box lacrosse. He enjoys
reading, drawing, the melodies of The Grateful
Dead, and hiking. He plans to pursue a four-
year degree at a university next year.

Kelsey LeMieux is the daughter of Jeff and
Laurie LeMieux. She is a two year member

of the National Honor Society and is going

to be on her third varsity season of softball.
She is the president of choir council and this
is her fifth year of participation. She enjoys
hanging out with friends and family, shopping,
camping and boating. She plans on attending
Muskegon Community College for the
Muskegon Promise next fall, then furthering
her education at a university after she receives her associates degree to
pursue her dream of being a teacher.

January Students of the Month

Camryn Klint is the daughter of Mark and
Michele Klint. She is the Vice President

of Interact and class secretary of Student
Council. She is also a member of National
Honor Society, Environmental Club, Norse
United, Student Section Council, the
Lakeshore Human Trafficking Task Force, and
was co-captain of the volleyball team. Outside
of school, she enjoys spending time with her
friends and family, helping others, painting,
and being outdoors. She also enjoys working with younger children at
daycare and is considering pursuing an education in early childhood
education at a college this fall.

Joseph Tarrant is the son of Kimberly and Robert
Tarrant. He is a member of National Honor Society,
captain of the football team, plays basketball, and runs
track. In his free time he enjoys working out, playing
guitar, reading, and hanging out with friends. After
graduation, Joseph hopes to be appointed to attend
the Naval Academy or West Point to pursue his goal of
serving as an officer in the military.

Emme Jensen is the daughter of Eric and Kelly

Jensen. She is a member of National Honors Society,
Environmental club, Norse United, Interact club,
Student Council, Spanish club, National Art Honors
Society, and the Student Section Council. She has
participated in varsity basketball for two years and is on
the Norse United council along with being an Interact
team leader. In her free time, she enjoys walking her
dog, shopping, hanging out with friends, swimming,

and being in the sun. After high school, Emme plans to
go to Muskegon Community College on the Promise scholarship and then transfer
to Michigan State to earn a degree in human biology. In her future she plans to
become a pediatrician and work with children.

Lindsey Piper is the daughter of Michelle and

Travis Piper. She is captain of the girls swim team,
co-president of Cabaret, and Secretary of Interact.
She participates in National Honor Society and
Environmental Club. In college, she would like to study
Engineering and continue humanitarian work as well
as expand on her love of the French language and
culture. Lindsey recommends taking advantage of
opportunities to travel, because as Henry Miller said,
“One’s destination is never a place but rather a new

way of looking at things.”

* *, Congratulations Students! ,*
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* Students of he MONth *

she is the rehearsal assistant for the West
Michigan Debut Strings. At the NM Talent

March Students of the Month
Show this year, Piper won the Solo and Group

L I_ﬂ Piper Meldrum-Roy is the daughter of
t&' Rebecca and lan Meldrum-Roy. She has
played the cello for nine years. Piper has
been Principal Cellist of the Muskegon Area
i Honors Orchestra for three years. Sheisin a
;;f string quartet called Mozart’s Mixtape, and
A =t
]’
Act Categories. Piper has been President
or Vice-President of the French Club for five years. She has taken
French for five years and Spanish for two years. Piper is Co-President
of Cabaret, and in addition to planning the event, she was going to
conduct the Pit Orchestra. This year, she taught French to around ten
elementary students every morning before school. She teaches private

AT L.

YOUR ADVERTISING

cello lessons and wants to be a High School Orchestra Teacher. She will study
Music Education at Western Michigan University this fall.

Kyler Dana is the son of Brock Dana and Susanne
Sanford. He is a member of the National Honor Society.
He is the Executive Secretary of the Student Council.
Kyler enjoys the Environmental Club and Interact. He
traveled to Germany, Switzerland, and Austria on an

EF Educational tour as a junior. He has been an NM
football player for 4 years and a Reeths Puffer lacrosse
player through a co-op. Kyler plans to further his
education and play lacrosse at Hope College this fall.

MAKES A DIFFERENCE!

It helps offset the cost of The Norsemen Pride.

Your advertising allows North Muskegon to
effectively reach the community with

important information about our
students and our schools.

Call Mark Williamson today
at 231-766-3038, or email
mark@orshalrdproductions.com

to reserve your ad in the next publication .
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Mission Statement: committed to equipping students with the
tools they need for academic, personal and social achievement.

The Perks of Being an NM Staff Member!
Our NM Staff shared the things they love about being at NM!

* Amazing, Supportive Team ¢ Abundant opportunities for students

* Parent and Community Support * Teaching Freedom - doing what'’s best

* QOur Students - watching them grow for our kids

e Our Therapy Dogs * The right amount of Snow Days

* School Location (where we are located (and the blessing of rest/family time)
and our smaller size) * Celebrity Status

» Strong Academics ¢ PTO Support

* High Expectations * Wesco

* DK-12 Atmosphere * School Spirit

SUPPORT THE NORSEMEN PRIDE!

To advertise in future editions of The Norsemen Pride, call Mark Williamson at (231) 766-3038 or email mark@orshalrdproductions.com.
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