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Athletic News
Board/District News
Bond Construction
Counselor’s Corner
Education Foundation

Sailor Robotics
The world of robotics is an exciting one for Sailors of all ages.
Each year we expand the opportunities for our students to
engage in this world of creating, thinking, and challenging. Here
are just some of the opportunities we offer the students of Mona
Shores:

15-17
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16
14
19

Elementary School News
High School Information
Kindergarten Registration
Middle School Information
Performing Arts

18
5
6
11-13
4

Preschool Registration
Special Education
Teaching & Learning
Winter Sports Schedules
Winter Weather Alert

High School Robotics Class: New for the 2017-18 school
year. This class will focus on introducing engineering to students
through the world of competitive robotics.

Middle School Robotics: An elective course that involves
not only building robots but also programming them to perform
specific actions, battle one another, navigate a maze, or move in
sync with others. This program looks to expand into the world of
robotics competitions in 2017-18.

The Mona Shores Robotics Club has been around for several
years and competes annually in the FIRST Robotics Competition.
This group is led by Mr. Andrew Basse and you have likely seen
this club at football games firing t-shirts from the robotic t-shirt
cannon they built, flying the drone they built, or displaying a
variety of student made robots in the Homecoming Parade.

Elementary Robotics: We currently have one Lego Robotics
Team at each of our elementary buildings. There are 10 fourth
and fifth grade students at each school in the program. We have
expanded these opportunities this school year and will compete in
the elementary FIRST Robotics Competition this year.

Cover photos courtesy Daniel Ernst
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A LETTER FROM THE BOARD PRESIDENT
The New Year finds your school district
rebuilding in many ways, both literally
and figuratively.
You may have noticed the construction
at our school buildings over the
summer. Work from the Warm, Safe &
Dry millage our community supported
two years ago continued with more
HVAC work, secure vestibules, roof
replacements, and more. Our new bus
garage at Norton and McCracken is
mostly completed, with landscaping
work coming in spring. A major
drainage project at the soccer
complex on Seminole promises a better, safer playing field and drier
basements for our neighbors, and landscaping on the south end of the
field will beautify the area while fulfilling the District’s obligations to buffer
our neighbors from the lights and sounds of the complex.
We are also rebuilding Phase 3 of our three-phase funding plan. With
5.8 mils expiring in 2019, we have a once-in-a-generation chance to
modernize our aging buildings without raising taxes. Through May,
your school board will continue to discuss the principles that should
govern that effort, and we need your help. Please come to community
forums and board meetings to make your voice heard! The Mona Shores
community has a long history of supporting our schools, and we will be
asking for your support in November 2018 to transform our facilities to
benefit students, staff and visitors in academics, arts and athletics.
District leadership is rebuilding too. Bill O’Brien was named interim
superintendent in mid-November, and I’ve been president of the school
board only since July. We have steady hands running the ship, with a

SAILING AHEAD
IN 2018!

combined 46 years of experience on the school board and seasoned
professional administrators in charge of all areas of the district. All of them
-- Kandace Boysen, Chris Burnaw, Jeanne Cooper-Kuiper, Michael Hansen,
Jay Keessen, and Wesley Wilson on the school board, and Jennifer
Briggs-Russell, Rob Jonker, Sue McAvoy and John Winskas along with Mr.
O’Brien in central office -- have my gratitude for their hard work and their
dedication to our district.
All that rebuilding can feel unsettling. However, one thing hasn’t changed,
and won’t: Mona Shores continues to offer exceptional educational
opportunities to all our students. And I am heartened every day by the
amazing things our administrators, teachers, parapros, secretaries, bus
drivers, lunchroom monitors and others do to help our students learn,
grow and contribute. Here’s my favorite recent hero story: A first-grade
teacher gave each of her students a book at open house. Inside the book
was a QR code. When scanned, that QR code took students to an audio
recording of the teacher reading the book, and sharing a personal story
connected to it. The mom who shared this story with me said of her son,
“(He) loved it. It was probably the most still I’ve seen him sit all summer.”
That kind of passion for teaching and learning doesn’t happen
everywhere. It happens every day at Mona Shores, and every one of you
reading this has a part in that. Thank you for all you do.
What’s your hero story? Share it with me at millers@monashores.net.
Sailing forward,

Stan Miller
President, Mona Shores Board of Education

for each school community to help steer the planning for the
November 2018 millage renewal.

By Bill O’Brien, Interim Superitendent
2018. Seems like only yesterday it was “the
millennium”, Y2K, the year 2000. As we
consider the fact that some of our graduates
this year were born in the year 2000 it is clear that we are well on
our way into the 21st century. In Mona Shores we have much to be
excited about as we look ahead to the year 2018, below are some of
the highlights:

2018 Millage Renewal Community Input Sessions
with Board of Education
• The Mona Shores Board of Education is meeting at each of our
school buildings in December, January, and February in order
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• December: Campbell and Lincoln Park took place
• January 8th: Churchill and Ross Park (Churchill first at 7:00 p.m.)
• January 22nd: Mona Shores Middle School at 7:00 p.m.
• February 5th: Mona Shores High School at 7:00 p.m.
• Community Forum(s): TBD

Academics
• Kindergarten Round-Up
n February 28, 2018 @ 6:00 p.m. - All elementary buildings
• Mona Shores Education Foundation fundraiser:
Taste of Mona Shores
n April 21st
n All are welcome at this great fundraiser that impacts the
classroom directly as all funds support students in Mona Shores.

Board/District News

Lighthouse

of infrastructure, updates, and
classrooms of the future.

Arts
• “Sounds of Shores”
n Featuring the very finest in solo, small group and large
ensemble performances from music programs in
Mona Shores, K-12
n The concert will culminate in the performance of a work
commissioned by Mona Shores Public Schools for this occasion
to celebrate our acclaimed music department. This piece will
involve the participation of students from all of Mona Shores’
performing arts disciplines from every school in the district.
n Matinee and evening performances on April 14, 2018 (tickets go
on sale in March 2018).

The

The above are just a few of the highlights coming in 2018. We
believe each and every day there is a highlight of some sort in
every single classroom for every single child. We look forward to
continuing the work that makes Mona Shores an incredible place to
go to school, live, work, raise a family and be a part of an amazing
community. Thank you for being a Sailor and for looking ahead to
2018 and the great things to come!

A LOOK AHEAD

Athletics
• Lacrosse
n The Southside Lacrosse Program is a collaborative organization
of schools
n Students in the school districts of Fruitport, Mona Shores,
Muskegon Catholic Central and Western Michigan Christian
now have an organizational home for boys and girls lacrosse
from 2nd Grade through High School.

January 8

Classes Resume (after Holiday Break)

January 15

No School PS-12th Grade –
Martin Luther King Jr. Day

February 16-19

No School PS-12th Grade –
Mid-Winter Break

March 30-April 8

No School PS-12th Grade – Spring Break

Millage Renewal 2018
• November 6, 2018
n A once-in-a-lifetime opportunity for the Mona Shores
community to set up the schools for the next 50 years in terms

BOARD OF EDUCATION
2018 MEETING SCHEDULE
DATE
TIME
MEETING TYPE
LOCATION
___________________________________________________________________________________
January 8
7:00 PM
Work Session
Churchill & Ross Park
____________________________________________________________________________________
January 22
7:00 PM
Regular Session
Middle School
____________________________________________________________________________________
February 5
7:00 PM
Work Session
High School
____________________________________________________________________________________
February 12
7:00 PM
Regular Session
Judith L. Wilcox PLC
____________________________________________________________________________________
March 5
7:00 PM
Work Session
Judith L. Wilcox PLC
____________________________________________________________________________________

The Lighthouse View
The Lighthouse View is published three
times per year by Mona Shores Public

March 12
7:00 PM
Regular Session
Judith L. Wilcox PLC
____________________________________________________________________________________

Schools, 121 Randall Road, Norton

April 9
7:00 PM
Work Session
Judith L. Wilcox PLC
____________________________________________________________________________________

advertising to defray the cost of production

April 16
7:00 PM
Regular Session
Judith L. Wilcox PLC
____________________________________________________________________________________

of its advertisers. Mona Shores does not

May 7
7:00 PM
Work Session
Judith L. Wilcox PLC
____________________________________________________________________________________

products or services.

May 14
7:00 PM
Regular Session
Judith L. Wilcox PLC
____________________________________________________________________________________
June 4
7:00 PM
Work Session
Judith L. Wilcox PLC
____________________________________________________________________________________

Shores, MI 49441. Mona Shores accepts
and distribution and appreciates the support
specifically endorse advertisers or their

To advertise in The Lighthouse View,
please contact Mark Williamson
at (231) 766-3038 or email
mark@orshalrdproductions.com

June 11
7:00 PM
Regular Session
Judith L. Wilcox PLC
____________________________________________________________________________________
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Mona Shores
EDUCATION FOUNDATION
By Shannon Glinski, President
This past year has been a phenomenal year for the
Mona Shores Education Foundation! We distributed
over $25,000 back to the district through our mini grant
program, assisted the Chamber Orchestra with their
trip to a national festival, and matched Sailor Classic’s
donation towards the electronic sign outside of our high
school.
Our 10th Annual A Taste of Mona Shores was the most
successful to date and I have to thank our building
administrators and teacher leaders who help ensure our
success. We could not raise the money without you and
we are so appreciative.
We most recently were asked to help with Ryan Portenga
and Coach Koziak’s new idea to have a reverse raffle
as a fundraiser to support our football players and
cheerleaders. While we worked behind the scenes
securing a license and learning the numerous state raffle
rules-a committee of coaches, district staff, and parents
put together this amazing event. We can only take small
credit for the funds that were raised but MSEF granted
every dollar ($23,000!) that came in that night back to
the Mona Shores football players and cheerleaders.
#GoShores

members to the Foundation. Andy Hogston served the
Foundation for over ten years and we appreciate the
work that he did with our mini grant program. Andy,
we thank you for your service! As Andy steps down
from the board, this created an elementary principal
opening which Lowell Whitaker will fill. Welcome aboard
Lowell! Bill O’Brien has also joined our board and will
be assisting with the mini grant program and helping
us to align the grant requests we fulfill with the district
goals and curriculum. We look forward to working with

Bill to create a partnership with the curriculum office and
systematically support initiatives that support both the
vision of the MSEF and MSPS.
The Mona Shores Education Foundation is a non-profit
organization created for the purpose of enhancing
creative and innovative learning opportunities to
encourage academic excellence for all children attending
Mona Shores Public Schools. To learn more about how
you can support the MSEF and get involved, visit www.
monashoreskids.org. New members always welcome!

2017 EXCELLENCE AWARD RECIPIENTS
The Mona Shores Education Foundation presented Excellence Awards to five Mona Shores employees who
were nominated for their dedication and exceptional service to the students of Mona Shores Public Schools.
Congratulations to our 2017 recipients!
Pamela Nason
Jeff VanDyke
Jolynn Walek
Jason Boyden
Sheryl Vanderlinde

Churchill Elementary
Campbell Elementary
High School
High School
Churchill Elementary

Kindergarten Teacher
Fourth Grade Teacher
English Teacher
Band Director
Secretary

As we continue to grow our organization and work
to fulfill our mission, we have added new board

Is School Closed Today? Winter Weather Alerts!
During this time of year we are more likely to experience school closings and/or delays. Delays postpone the start time of school by
two (2) hours and therefore, cancel morning ECSE, Tuition Preschool, and Head Start classes. With a delayed start the childcare latchkey sites
open at regular times in their regular locations.
Closings typically cancel all school activities for the entire day; this includes Tuition Preschool, Head Start, GSRP and latchkey program sites.
With a school closing, the Childcare Center located at Ross Park Elementary is open during regular hours for all students currently enrolled
in the childcare/latchkey program from any building. Contact your school building for updated information regarding evening activities.
To quickly notify our families, Mona Shores utilizes the District Notification System. Parents and staff will be contacted via telephone/email with a
message for school closings or delays. The information is also available on our Facebook page, radio, TV, or our district web site at www.monashores.net.
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

DISTRICT NOTIFICATION SYSTEM
Attention Parents and Staff! In order to receive messages from the District Notification System your contact information
on file must be current. Please call your building secretary whenever your home, cell or work telephone numbers change
as well as your email address. Thank-you!
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Office of
SPECIAL EDUCATION
By Jennifer Briggs Russell, Director of Special Education and Student Services

Introductions to New Staff

Family Resource

The 2017-2018 school year has brought new staff
to the special education team.

A New FREE
App from the
Centers of
Disease Control

Alyssa Ponik, Speech and Language Pathologist
Alyssa graduated from Central Michigan University, where she earned her
Bachelor of Science in Communication Disorders, and her Master of Arts
in Speech-Language Pathology. Alyssa completed internships at Gladwin
Community Schools and Helen DeVos Children’s Hospital. She enjoys crafting,
swimming, playing with her nieces, singing, and watching the Detroit Tigers with
her grandpa. She is originally from Alpena, which is on the east side of the state,
but she is excited to be in West Michigan near her siblings. Alyssa is thrilled to
be working with the students, staff, and families in the Mona Shores community.

Jessica Overweg, Middle School Special Education Teacher
Jessica is a graduate of Grand Valley State University and will soon be going
back to Grand Valley to begin coursework towards her Masters in Special
Education. She came to us from Colorado Springs where she taught 3rd-5th
grade special education as a Resource Teacher. Jessica enjoys hiking, camping,
watching football, cooking, spending time with her family (especially her
adorable nephew), and going to concerts. She is glad to be back in Michigan
and excited to join the Sailor community.

Deb Stevens
Deb graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Psychology/Special Education and
a Masters of Education in Special Education from GVSU. This is her 10th year
teaching in West Michigan. She enjoys working on vocational, cooking, and life
skills with her students. Deb has a unique background, as she is also a nurse. She
has enjoyed working with individuals with developmental disabilities and with the
elderly population. Deb and her husband have 4 children, 1 granddaughter, and
a grandchild due in April. She loves spending time with her family. The Stevens
family enjoys hiking, swimming, boating, and water skiing together.

This free app provides
families with a handy,
easy to find and use
resource about healthy
child development. It is
designed to use as a way
to keep track when your child meets developmental milestones like rolling over,
sitting up, walking, talking, and more. The app also has tips and activities to help
support achieving developmental milestones. The CDC does not collect or share
any personal information that can be used to identify you or your child.

The new app includes:
• Interactive milestone checklists for children ages 2 months through 5 years,
illustrated with photos and videos
• Tips and activities to help children learn and grow
• Information on when to act early and talk with a doctor about developmental
delays
• A personalized milestone summary that can be easily shared with the doctor
and other care providers
• Reminders for appointments and developmental screening
Learn more and get information on downloading the app at CDC’s Milestone
Tracker website. The app is available in the App Store and on Google Play. Visit
cdc.gov/MilestoneTracker for more information - or Look up Milestone Tracker
CD on the App Store or Google Play.

UNIVERSAL BREAKFAST
IN THE CLASSROOM
This fall Food Service partnered with Lincoln Park staff to pilot Universal Breakfast in the
Classroom, which means that the students receive a free breakfast in their classrooms, and
eat breakfast as a class. For the 2016-17 school year, the average participation for breakfast
was 48 students per day, and in the first two months of 2017-2018, it jumped to 421
breakfasts per day! A huge thank you to Lincoln Park Staff and Lincoln Park Food Service
Staff for making this happen!
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Teaching AND Learning
A Message from Bill O’Brien, Director of Curriculum, Instruction, & Assessment

MONA SHORES
TECHNOLOGY UPDATE 2018
It has been over 3 years since the voters of Muskegon County supported the school
technology and security millage. Mona Shores has been incredibly active and
fortunate with our portion of these incredibly important funds. Below you will find a
summary of some of major projects that have resulted because of this vital millage:
• 4,025 Chromebooks for students
• K-1: each classroom has 10 Chromebooks
• 2nd: each classroom has 20 Chromebooks
• 3-5: each classroom has a cart of 30
• 6-8: each classroom has a cart of 30
• 9-12: each student has a Chromebook assigned with a case
• Classroom Smart Cart Computer Upgrades (215 Chromeboxes and license)
• Secure entrance systems at all buildings (video phone systems)
• Video surveillance system updated with additional cameras as needed throughout
District
• Individual headphones to be used with Chromebooks for each student K-5
• Teacher training and support in applications that enhance student learning
• Annual subscriptions to online learning platforms (Lexia, XtraMath, AR, STAR,
MobyMax)
• GoGuardian - Chromebook management and filtering
• Presentation system - Churchill Elementary Gym (PTO assisted)
• Infrastructure updates to support increase in devices District-wide
• Network switching upgrade to better support our blended learning environment
and future technologies
• Increase amount of teacher training and support in blended learning and use of
technology in the classroom to support and enhance learning
• Upgrade wireless network systems to support future devices and network
bandwidth needs
• Added 3rd grade one-to-one Chromebooks
• Instructional Technology Coach grades PreK-8
Coming in Summer 2018 and beyond:
• Performing arts area upgrades (stage lighting and sound)
• Continue upgrading building video surveillance cameras
• Address device replacement cycles
• End of lease cycle one
• PreK-12 one-to-one with Chromebooks
• Explore future applications for blended learning and personalized learning
environments
The community support to help our Sailors lead the way in terms of blended
learning and the real-world application of technology was a vital piece of making
the above and more a reality. Look for future updates as we are able to complete
more projects that support our students on their path to becoming the leaders of
tomorrow. Thank you for supporting Mona Shores and for being an integral part of
our school community.
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MONA SHORES PREPARES FOR
2018 STATE ASSESSMENTS
In April, Michigan will begin giving the annual State assessments in 3rd grade
through 11th grade. 3rd grade through 8th grade will give the M-STEP, which is the
Michigan Student Test of Educational Progress. 9th and 10th grade students will
take the PSAT and 11th grade students will take the SAT/ACT WorkKeys/M-STEP.
The M-STEP will assess students in grades 3-8 in English language arts (reading,
writing, and listening) and mathematics. Science and Social Studies will be assessed
in grades 5 and 8.
Grades 9 and 10 will be assessed using the PSAT which assesses reading, writing,
math, and critical thinking.
Grade 11 will be assessed in 2 core areas (Science and Social Studies) in addition to
the SAT which is taken on April 10, 2018.
Mona Shores will be fully prepared for the M-STEP, SAT, and all other state
assessments from a student, staff, and technology perspective. It will be exciting
to see the performance of our Sailors across the district as they take on these state
assessments.

Grade

Assessment

Assessment
Window

Estimated Total
Testing Time

3rd Grade

ELA and Math

April 30, 2018 May 25, 2018

3.5 hours

4th Grade

ELA and Math

April 30, 2018 May 25, 2018

3.5 hours

5th Grade

ELA, Math,
Science and SS

April 9, 2018 May 4, 2018

5.25 hours

6th Grade

ELA and Math

April 30, 2018 May 25, 2018

4 hours

7th Grade

ELA and Math

April 30, 2018 May 25, 2018

4 hours

8th Grade

ELA, Math,
Science and SS

April 9, 2018 May 4, 2018

5.75 hours

9th Grade

PSAT

April 10/11, 2018

2.5 hours

10th Grade

PSAT

April 10/11, 2018
3 hours

11th Grade

MSTEP Science
and SS

April 9, 2018 May 4, 2018

1.5 hours

11th grade

SAT
ACT Work Keys

April 10, 2018
April 11, 2018

4.5 hours
3 hours

District Updates
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MIDDLE SCHOOL EXTERIOR

Bonded
Construction
CHILD CARE VESTIBULE

UPDATE

MIDDLE SCHOOL TILE SOUTH HALL

By Robert Jonker, Director of Finance

LINCOLN PARK EXTERIOR

LINCOLN PARK PLAYGROUND

Warm, Safe & Dry bond construction is finally
complete. Over the past two years, we have
renovated all elementary playgrounds and installed
secure vestibules at all buildings except for the
High School. The Middle School and Ross Park
Elementary received new wall tile in three of the
four main corridors in addition to new blue exterior
sheet metal and soffit. The Middle School parent
drop-off loop was re-designed and the High
School courtyard corridor windows were replaced.
We have replaced the worst of the doors and
doorframes at multiple buildings and Lincoln Park
Elementary received new exterior windows. Rubber
roof replacement occurred at Churchill, Lincoln
Park and the High School. All buildings received
new flooring and new furniture at the High School
and Middle School was installed. Six buses were
purchased in addition to band equipment promised
but not acquired with previous bond funds. Please

refer to the master facility web page for more detail
on budgets and actual costs.
http://www.monashores.net/our-district/bond-fundtransparency.
In addition to the bonded construction, we have
demolished the old administration building located
on McCracken Street and built a new bus garage
in its place. Additionally, we have installed new
drainage at the soccer complex with landscaping
to be completed in the spring. These two projects
have been funding via the Sinking Fund. The
Sinking Fund levy generates approximately
$800,000 annually to fund these projects in addition
to our $13.1 million 2016 Bond levy.
Again, I want to thank the community for their
continued support of the District. I wish everyone
a safe and joy filled holiday season and a successful
2018.
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High School

Happy New Year!
A Message from High School Principal
Jennifer Bustard
Our theme Sailor P.R.I.D.E.…TEAM Mona Shores has proven
to be a great fit for the 2017-18 school year. This theme
embraces the idea of how important it is to be a part of
an organization or team that sets goals, works together to
achieve them, and handles adversity with grace and dignity. We often use the
phrase, “It’s game time!” relating it to achieving our very best performances
together in the areas of academics, the arts, and athletics.

We continue to have much to celebrate and to look forward to here at the high
school and would encourage you to join us at any of our events that are sure
to highlight student talents and performances! You can also follow the many
events on the official MSHS Twitter and Facebook account @MSHSPRIDE.
Thank you for your support, commitment, and dedication to Mona Shores. If
you have any questions please contact me at (231) 780-4711, extension 8499,
or by email at bustardj@monashores.net.

Looking forward to seeing you at the next event! Go Sailors!
Jennifer Bustard, Principal

College, Career and Life Readiness! TEAM Mona Shores is proud to offer
opportunities for all kids! Eighty percent of our students share their hope to
attend a 2-year or 4-year college or university. Twenty percent of our students
prepare to go into the workplace, military, or trade school.
Did you know that MSHS offers 21 Advanced Placement
opportunities for students? In the spring of 2017, 76% of
the students earned a three or higher on the national AP
exam. This is well above the state average of 64% and
the national average of 60%. This speaks volumes to the
level of commitment by our students and the preparation
they are provided by the outstanding teachers who deliver
this opportunity. We look forward to hearing of student
successes in the spring of 2018! (Collegeboard.org)
Post-Secondary success! West Michigan schools
continue to thrive in the area of College and Career
readiness. Did you know that 78% of MSHS graduates attend a college or
university within 12 months of graduating as compared to 72% of the graduating
seniors in neighboring Ottawa County? (mischooldata.org)
Did you know that MSHS has been recently recognized as one of the top STEM
high schools in West Michigan? This is based on the many course offerings
that provide education in this area. In addition, the Business Department was
recently recognized by the NGPF organization as a Gold Standard School in the
area of personal finance education.
We are now at the midway point of the 2nd trimester, and it’s hard to believe we
are gearing up for the scheduling season for our high school students. Please
review the Counselor’s Corner for more specific information regarding assembly
dates and course selection form return dates. This is an exciting time for our
students as they plan for their high school schedule and post-secondary aspirations.
For more information, please visit the Counseling Department webpage.
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CAMPAIGN
In partnership with
Muskegon ALI,
Norton Shores
Police Department,
Ramos Auto Body,
Nexus Realty, Mona
Shores High School
is proud to present
the 6th Annual RIDE
with Pride positive
behavior campaign.
In May 2018, one
lucky student will
win a Car! Again,
this year our 9th and 10th grade students are eligible to win a Moped. This is
an opportunity to recognize safe driving behaviors and positive behaviors in
our school and community. A special thank you to Chief Jon Gale and School
Liaison Officer Jared Passchier of the Norton Shores Police Department, as well
as, Ramos Auto Body and Nexus Realty for their generosity in making the car
and moped giveaway a reality.

High School

The

Lighthouse

Counselor’s CORNER
by Danielle Smith-Walker, Director of Guidance
The mission of the Mona Shores High School Guidance and Counseling Program is
to provide support for student achievement in partnership with parents, staff and
community. Counseling services will be provided in a safe and positive environment
with a focus on college, career and life readiness.

STUDENT SCHEDULING FOR 2018-2019
BEGINS IN JANUARY
Counselors will begin meeting with students in scheduling assemblies shortly after
the holiday break. Students will be given a copy of their transcript to review and will
be instructed to select their classes for the next school year. Parents can assist their
sons and daughters in this process by reviewing their choices, signing the course
selection sheet, reminding them to return the materials to school on time and finally
scheduling with them online at home. Some years ago, our students embarked upon
online scheduling at home and it has been an added benefit as it allows the parents
to have more active participation in the scheduling process. Counselors and students
will meet individually during this time to review their scheduled course selections for
accuracy and planning. Also, each student will have the opportunity to update his/
her Educational Development Plan at that time.

information, rather than their 2017 income information. Paper FAFSA’s are
only available through download at the Federal Aid website or by calling
1-800-4-FEDAID. About 5% of FAFSA’s are now filed by paper with the majority
being filed on-line at www.fafsa.ed.gov. Please Note: You can call the Financial
Aid Office at Baker College or Muskegon Community College and get help for
FREE on filling out the Financial Aid Form. Beware of people who want to charge
you for this service, or of people who promise to get you Financial Aid if you pay
them to complete your form. When in doubt, call first for advice.
Go to www.FAFSA4caster.ed.gov for an early estimate of federal aid eligibility.
A pin number is not required and the information can transfer directly to your
FAFSA. Additional information is available at www.STUDENTAID.ED.GOV.

SAT

The following scheduling time frame will be followed:

Junior Registration: The State of Michigan will pay for all juniors to take the SAT
test on April 10 during the school day. April 11th the students will take the ACT
Workkeys, and then on April 12 the MSTEP will be administered. Juniors will be
able to send 4 free scores to colleges that they are considering attending. They
should give this some thought ahead of time because they will be asked to give
that information. Parents, please be mindful that this is the second day after
Spring Break (State Mandated Date) and it is important that your student be
present. Also, please note that this exam is required for graduation.

Class

AFTER SCHOOL TUTORING

____________________________________________________________________________

Assembly Date

Course Selection Return Dates

2019
Thursday, January 25
Monday, January 29 - Wednesday, January 31
2020
Thursday, February 1
Monday, February 5 - Wednesday, February 7
2021
Thursday, February 8
Monday, February 12 - Wednesday, February 14
2022
Monday, February 26
Thursday, March 1
____________________________________________________________________________

Students needing tutoring can get assistance every Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday,
and Thursday after school in the Media Center. There are teachers and National
Honor Society students available to tutor in core subjects from 3:00 – 3:45 PM.
Have your student check out these very valuable resources! Please contact your
student’s counselor if you are interested.

The 8th Grade Parent Night will be scheduled for Monday, February 26, 2018, in
the High School Auditorium. All parents of 8th grade students are encouraged to
attend. There will be a presentation to review graduation requirements and the
scheduling process. Also, the 8th Grade EXPO is scheduled for March 15.

CAREER CRUISING

FAFSA
Students are now able to submit a FAFSA earlier. Students have been able to file
a 2018–19 FAFSA since October 1, 2017, rather than beginning on January 1. The
earlier submission date is a permanent change, enabling students to complete and
submit a FAFSA as early as October 1 every year.
Students now report earlier income information. For example, on the 2018-19
FAFSA, students (and parents, as appropriate) must report their 2016 income

A county-wide portal system (Career Cruising for K-12) will be offered to districts
allowing students, parents, counselors and adult learners easy-to-use web based,
personalized tools to ensure that each step in the process of career exploration
and applying for college is successful! Our district will develop Educational
Development Plans (EDP) for students in order for them to understand their skills,
values, career choices and college training options. Please contact your school
counselor for more information.

SCHOLARSHIP NOTICES
See more available scholarships at: http://www.monashores.net/our-schools/
mona-shores-high-school/hs-departments/counseling/financial-aid--scholarships/.
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High School

Counselor’s CORNER
Continued from page 9
The following is a sampling of some of our local scholarships. Students will
receive scholarship notices for Muskegon Community College and Baker
College in March and April. Scholarship notices are posted throughout the
building, on our website, and on the announcements.

THE MUSKEGON AREA PROMISE: The Muskegon Area Promise makes
a unique commitment to the young people of our community – if they work
hard, they will be able to earn at least a two-year college degree tuition free. The
Promise Scholarship is an award promised to resident graduates of high schools
within the Muskegon Area Intermediate School District boundaries. It provides
the financial assistance necessary to obtain a two-year degree or its equivalent
at an eligible partnering institution when used in conjunction with federal, state
and institutional grants. The Promise Scholarship will promote post-secondary
education and prepare students for future success in college and career choices.
Students must graduate with a cumulative 3.5 GPA or higher from a high
school located within the boundaries of the MAISD. Please go to: http://www.
muskegonisd.org/career-college/promise for more information.

COMMUNITY FOUNDATION OF MUSKEGON: offers a number of
scholarships. Most are for seniors going away to a four-year school. Some are
for students going to a vocational or technical program. They do offer a few
merit-based scholarships worth more money. Last year 14 Shores seniors were
selected in this program. Financial need is often a consideration. Deadline:
March 1. The application is now online at the Foundation website, www.cffmc.
org. Please note that applicants must complete the FAFSA by March 1 and
list the school they plan to attend so that the Financial Aid Officer will have
the necessary information to complete the Financial Information form by the
Foundation’s deadline.
MEA SCHOLARSHIPS: Last year 36 scholarships totaling $30,000 were
awarded based upon leadership, community service, and academics. Preference
is given to children of MEA members. You can fill out a scholarship application
at http://www.mea.org/mea-scholarship. The deadline for application is February
22, 2018. Contact Barb Hitchcock at: bhitchcock@mea.org for additional
information.

MICHIGAN COMPETITIVE SCHOLARSHIP:
Any senior who attained a qualifying score of at least a 1200 on the SAT is
eligible for this scholarship. This is renewable and worth up to $1300 per year.
Students must attend a Michigan public college and show financial need. You
must file the FAFSA, and it must be received by March 1. Social security numbers
are required. See your counselor for details.

AMERICAN LEGION SCHOLARSHIPS: American Legion gives a
number of $500 scholarships to children and sometimes grandchildren of Veterans.
Go to www.michiganlegion.org/scholarships and www.michalaux.org for more
information.

WOMEN’S DIVISION CHAMBER OF COMMERCE: Five $1000
scholarships will be awarded. Applicants must have at least a 3.0 GPA and
reside in Muskegon County. Applicants must also plan to attend either
Muskegon Community College, Baker College or a Muskegon County Technical
school in Muskegon full time. Applications are available in the Counseling Office
or online at www.womensdivision.org. Deadline March 10.

TUITION INCENTIVE PROGRAM (TIP): This is an incentive program
that encourages eligible students to complete high school providing tuition
assistance for the first two years of college and beyond. To meet the financial
eligibility requirement, a student must have (or have had) Medicaid coverage for
24 months within a 36-consecutive month period as identified by the Michigan
Department of Human Services. Counselors met with TIP eligible students to
review this opportunity. If you think your student may be eligible, please contact
their high school counselor.
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KEEPING OUR
SCHOOL SAFE!
It is of the highest priority.
Although it is rare, we sometimes have to deal with poor
choices that students make that cause others to feel unsafe. We
have steps in place to analyze and look into these situations. The
police department and school officials work closely together as
they address a situation. Below are some brief explanations of
protocols and procedures that are in place at Mona Shores High
School. These procedures are provided to us by Norton Shores Police Department,
Homeland Security and School Safety Assessment trainings.

Safety Protocols/Procedures in place at MSHS:
• Singlepoint entry: All doors are on a schedule to be secure during school hours.
All visitors report to the main entrance where they speak with a staff member
before entering the school. (Intercom system)
• Visitor Check in System: All visitors and guests to the school are required to
provide photo identification, are checked through multiple databases, and provided
a nametag to enter the school.
• Lockdown Procedures: Lockdown Procedures are taught and practiced
throughout the year with staff and students. In response to the immediate threat in
or outside of the building. These drills are supported by Law Enforcement officers
throughout Muskegon County. Officials debrief following the drill to address any
concerns.
• School Liaison Officer: Mona Shores High School is very fortunate to now have a
school liaison officer on campus during the school day. In addition, there are NSPD
officers who support after school activities 2-3 times per week.

Did you know?
• How do schools respond when they are provided information regarding a
threatening piece of communication? Whether in the form of email, social media,
text, note, or phone call…
n Upon receiving notice of a threatening communication, administrators quickly
respond and work in partnership with Norton Shores Police Department. All
safety matters are taken very seriously in order to determine if in fact there is a
viable threat.
n A threat assessment tool developed by the Secret Service is followed. A copy
of this guide can be found at: https://www2.ed.gov/admins/lead/safety/
threatassessmentguide.pdf. This involves the school administration, police,
counselors, teachers, parents, prosecutors, and the student. Through these
partnerships, we can provide a full assessment of the threat, maintain safety,
and provide education or services to the student.

What should you do if you see a threatening piece
of communication?
• Notify school administrators and/or law enforcement immediately via school
email or call 231-780-4711. Or simply call 911.
• Ok2Say and Silent Observer are tools sponsored by Law Enforcement that allow
students and community members to provide information.

What should you NOT do?
• Forward threatening messages or take screenshots of inappropriate messages
and send via social media. This creates unnecessary fear and uneasiness. Social
media spam can take away the required attention and focus on what needs to be
investigated.

Sailor Athletic News
The

Lighthouse

1/5/18
1/9/18
1/12/18
1/16/18
1/19/18
1/23/18
1/26/18
1/30/18
2/2/18
2/6/18
2/9/18
2/13/18
2/16/18
2/20/18
2/23/18
2/27/18
3/5/18

*Jenison High School
*Fruitport HS
Byron Center High School
*Reeths-Puffer HS
*Kenowa Hills High School
*Grand Rapids Union HS
*Muskegon High School
Western Michigan Christian HS
*Jenison High School
*Fruitport HS
Coopersville High School
*Reeths-Puffer HS
*Kenowa Hills High School
*Grand Rapids Union HS
*Muskegon High School
Muskegon Catholic Schools
MHSAA Districts @ TBD

Home
Home
Away
Home
Away
Away
Home
Away
Away
Away
Away
Away
Home
Home
Away
Home
Away

7:30 PM
7:30 PM
7:00 PM
7:30 PM
7:30 PM
7:00 PM
7:30 PM
7:00 PM
7:30 PM
7:30 PM
7:00 PM
7:30 PM
7:30 PM
7:00 PM
7:30 PM
7:00 PM
TBA

Home
Away
Home
Home
Away
Home
Away
Away
Home
Away
Away
Away
Away
Away
Home
Home
Away
Home

7:00 PM
4:15 PM
4:00 PM
5:30 PM
5:30 PM
5:30 PM
7:00 PM
5:30 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
5:30 PM
5:30 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
5:30 PM
7:00 PM
5:30 PM

Home
Home
Away
Home
Away
Away
Home
Home
Away
Away
Away

5:30PM
4:00 PM
4:00 PM
4:00 PM
5:30 PM
4:00 PM
5:30 PM
4:00 PM
5:30 PM
5:30 PM
4:00 PM

BOYS JV BASKETBALL
Thursday
Tuesday
Friday
Tuesday
Friday
Tuesday
Thursday
Tuesday
Thursday
Monday
Thursday
Tuesday
Friday
Tuesday
Thursday
Tuesday
Thursday
Tuesday

1/4/18
3/27/18
1/5/18
1/9/18
1/12/18
1/16/18
1/18/18
1/23/18
1/25/18
1/29/18
2/1/18
2/6/18
2/9/18
2/13/18
2/15/18
2/20/18
2/22/18
2/27/18

Jenison High School
Oakridge High School (S)
Grand Rapids Catholic Central
*Fruitport HS
Byron Center High School
*Reeths-Puffer HS
*Kenowa Hills High School
*Grand Rapids Union HS
Muskegon High School
Western Michigan Christian HS
Jenison High School
*Fruitport HS
Coopersville High School
*Reeths-Puffer HS
Kenowa Hills High School
*Grand Rapids Union HS
Muskegon High School
Muskegon Catholic Schools

BOYS FRESHMAN BASKETBALL
Thursday
Tuesday
Friday
Tuesday
Thursday
Tuesday
Thursday
Friday
Monday
Thursday
Tuesdasy

1/4/18
1/9/18
1/12/18
1/16/18
1/18/18
1/23/18
1/25/18
1/26/18
1/29/18
2/1/18
2/6/18

Lighthouse

2017/18 MONA SHORES
WINTER SPORTS SCHEDULE

BOYS VARSITY BASKETBALL
Friday
Tuesday
Friday
Tuesday
Friday
Tuesday
Friday
Tuesday
Friday
Tuesday
Friday
Tuesday
Friday
Tuesday
Friday
Tuesday
Monday

The

Jenison High School
*Fruitport HS
Byron Center High School
*Reeths-Puffer HS
*Kenowa Hills High School
*Grand Rapids Union HS
Muskegon High School
North Muskegon HS
Western Michigan Christian HS
Jenison High School
*Fruitport HS

Friday
Tuesday
Thursday
Tuesday
Thursday

2/9/18
2/13/18
2/15/18
2/20/18
2/22/18

Coopersville High School
*Reeths-Puffer HS
Kenowa Hills High School
*Grand Rapids Union HS
Muskegon High School

Away
Away
Home
Home
Away

4:00 PM
4:00 PM
5:30 PM
4:00 PM
5:30 PM

Home
Home
Home
Home
Away
Home
Home
Away
Away
Away
Away
Home
Away
Away
Away

6:00 PM
6:00 PM
7:00 PM
6:00 PM
6:00 PM
7:00 PM
6:00 PM
6:00 PM
6:00 PM
7:00 PM
6:00 PM
6:00 PM
7:00 PM
6:00 PM
TBA

Away
Home
Home
Home
Away
Home
Away
Home
Away
Away
Away
Home
Away
Home

7:00 PM
4:00 PM
5:30 PM
4:00 PM
4:00 PM
5:30 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
4:00 PM
5:30 PM
5:30 PM
4:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM

Away
Home
Away
Home
Home
Away
Home
Away
Home

5:30 PM
4:00 PM
4:00 PM
4:00 PM
4:00 PM
4:15 PM
4:00 PM
5:30 PM
4:00 PM

GIRLS VARSITY BASKETBALL
Friday
Tuesday
Thursday
Tuesday
Friday
Tuesday
Friday
Friday
Tuesday
Friday
Tuesday
Friday
Tuesday
Friday
Monday

01/05/18
1/9/18
1/11/18
1/16/18
1/19/18
1/23/18
1/26/18
2/2/18
2/6/18
2/9/18
2/13/18
2/16/18
2/20/18
2/23/18
2/26/18

*Jenison High School
*Fruitport HS
Byron Center High School
*Reeths-Puffer HS
*Kenowa Hills High School
*Grand Rapids Union HS
*Muskegon High School
*Jenison High School
*Fruitport HS
Grand Rapids Christian HS
*Reeths-Puffer HS
*Kenowa Hills High School
*Grand Rapids Union HS
*Muskegon High School
MHSAA Districts @ TBD

GIRLS JV BASKETBALL
Thursday
Tuesday
Thursday
Tuesday
Thursday
Tuesday
Thursday
Thursday
Tuesday
Friday
Tuesday
Thursday
Tuesday
Thursday

1/4/18
1/9/18
1/11/18
1/16/18
1/18/18
1/23/18
1/25/18
2/1/18
2/6/18
2/9/18
2/13/18
2/15/18
2/20/18
2/22/18

Jenison High School
*Fruitport HS
Byron Center High School
*Reeths-Puffer HS
*Kenowa Hills High School
*Grand Rapids Union HS
Muskegon High School
Jenison High School
*Fruitport HS
Grand Rapids Christian HS
*Reeths-Puffer HS
Kenowa Hills High School
*Grand Rapids Union HS
Muskegon High School

GIRLS FRESHMAN BASKETBALL
Thursday
Friday
Tuesday
Thursday
Tuesday
Thursday
Tuesday
Thursday
Friday

1/4/18
1/9/18
1/9/18
1/11/18
1/16/18
1/18/18
1/23/18
1/25/18
1/26/18

Jenison High School
Greenville High School
Fremont High School
Byron Center High School
*Reeths-Puffer HS
Calvin Christian HS
Fremont High School
Muskegon High School
West Ottawa HS

* Designates League Event.
Events subject to change, check website for updates.

ATHLETIC LISTINGS
Continued on Next Page
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2017/18 WINTER SPORTS SCHEDULE
Thursday
Friday
Tuesday
Friday
Thursday

2/1/18
2/9/18
2/13/18
2/16/18
2/22/18

Jenison High School
Grand Rapids Christian HS
*Reeths-Puffer HS
Calvin Christian HS
Muskegon High School

Home
Away
Away
Home
Home

5:30 PM
4:00 PM
4:00 PM
4:00 PM
5:30 PM

BOYS VARSITY ICE HOCKEY
Friday

1/5/18

Friday
Saturday
Saturday
Wednesday
Saturday
Wednesday
Saturday
Wednesday
Saturday

1/5/18
1/6/18
1/6/18
1/10/18
1/13/18
1/17/18
1/20/18
1/24/18
1/27/18

Wednesday
Friday
Friday
Saturday
Wednesday
Friday
Friday
Saturday
Tuesday
Thursday

1/31/18
2/2/18
2/9/18
2/10/18
2/14/18
2/16/18
2/23/18
2/24/18
2/27/18
3/1/18

Konrad Tournament-GR Christian
v Portage Central
Konrad Tournament vs. E. Kentwood
Konrad Tournament-Championship Game
Konrad Tournament-Consolation Game
Rockford High School
*Reeths-Puffer HS
*Grandville HS
Traverse City Central HS (@ Howe Arena)
*Forest Hills Central HS
*Forest Hills Central HS (Forest HIlls Central
@Patterson Ice Center)
Grand Rapids Christian HS
Grand Haven High School
Chelsea Showcase
Chelsea Showcase
*East Grand Rapids HS
*Grand Rapids Catholic Central
*Grandville HS
Grand Rapids Catholic Central
OPEN DATE (Pre-Regional Game)
OPEN DATE (Pre-Regional Game)

1/6/18
1/10/18
1/13/18
1/17/18
1/20/18
1/24/18
1/31/18
2/3/18
2/7/18
2/10/18
2/17/18
3/3/18

Rockford Tournament
Shelby High School
Sparta Tournament
Reeths-Puffer Quad
GMAA Tournament @ Whitehall
Kenowa Hills Double-Dual
Fruitport Double-Dual
Conference Finals @ Reeths-Puffer
MHSAA Team Districts
MHSAA Individual Districts @ Grand Haven
MHSAA Individual Regionals @ TBD
MHSAA Individual Regionals @ Auburn Hills

Home
Home
Home
Home
Home
Home
Home
Away
Home

6:00 PM
8:00 PM
TBA
TBA
7:30 PM
2:00 PM
7:30 PM
12:30 PM
7:30 PM

Away
Home
Home
Away
Away
Home
Away
Away
Home
Home
Home

8:00 PM
8:00 PM
7:30 PM
TBA
TBA
7:30 PM
7:30 PM
9:00 PM
4:00 PM
TBA
TBA

Away
Home
Away
Away
Away
Away
Away
Away
Home
Away
Away
Away

9:00 AM
6:00 PM
9:00 AM
5:00 PM
9:00 AM
5:00 PM
5:00 PM
9:00 AM
5:00 PM
TBA
TBA
TBA

Away
Away
Away
Away
Away
Away

5:00 PM
5:00 PM
5:00 PM
5:00 PM
9:30 AM
5:00 PM

Home
Away
Away
Away
Away

6:00 PM
6:30 PM
6:00 PM
6:00 PM
6:00 PM

BOYS JV WRESTLING
Friday
Wednesday
Friday
Wednesday
Saturday
Wednesday

1/12/18
1/17/18
1/19/18
1/24/18
1/27/18
1/31/18

West Ottawa Invitational
Reeths-Puffer Quad
Montague High School
Kenowa Hills Double-Dual
Grand Haven Big Buck JV Tournament
Fruitport Double-Dual

BOYS VARSITY SWIMMING
Thursday
Tuesday
Tuesday
Thursday
Tuesday

1/4/18
1/9/18
1/16/18
1/18/18
1/23/18

West Catholic H.S. (@ Muskegon HS)
Holland High School
Ludington High School
Grand Rapids Ottawa Hills HS (@ Ottawa Hills
Manistee HS

1/25/18
2/1/18
2/3/18
2/8/18
2/9/18
2/15/18

Caledonia High School (@ Muskegon HS)
*Grand Rapids Union HS (@ Muskegon HS)
Grand Rapids Ottawa Hills HS
Wayland Union High School (@ Muskegon
MISCA Meet @ EMU
Hastings HS (@ Hastings HS)

Home
Home
Away
Home
Away
Away

6:00 PM
6:00 PM
8:30 PM
6:00 PM
TBA
6:00 PM

Home
Away

7:00 PM
7:00 PM

Away
Home
Away
Home
Away
Home
Home
Away

12:00 PM
3:30 PM
3:30 PM
3:30 PM
3:30 PM
3:30 PM
3:30 PM
3:30 PM

Away
Home
Away
Home

12:00 PM
3:30 PM
3:30 PM
9:00 AM

BOYS VARSITY LACROSSE

BOYS VARSITY WRESTLING
Saturday
Wednesday
Saturday
Wednesday
Saturday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Saturday
Wednesday
Saturday
Saturday
Saturday

Thursday
Thursday
Saturday
Thursday
Friday
Thursday
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Tuesday
Thursday

3/27/18
3/29/18

Northview High School
*Kenowa Hills High School

BOYS/GIRLS VARSITY BOWLING
Saturday
Monday
Wednesday
Tuesday
Thursday
Monday
Monday
Wednesday
Saturday

1/6/18
1/8/18
1/10/18
1/16/18
1/18/18
1/22/18
1/29/18
1/31/18
2/3/18

Monday
Wednesday
Saturday

2/5/18
2/7/18
2/10/18

Fruitport Invitational @ Northway Lanes
*Fruitport HS
*Reeths-Puffer HS
*Grand Rapids Union HS
*Kenowa Hills High School
*Jenison High School
*Muskegon High School
*Fruitport HS
*Reeths-Puffer HS (Reeths-Puffer Invitational
@ Northway Lanes)
*Reeths-Puffer HS
*Grand Rapids Union HS
Mona Shores Tournament

| Athletic News
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Saturday
Friday
Saturday

2/13/18
2/14/18
2/15/18
2/17/18
2/23/18
2/24/18

*Kenowa Hills High School
GMAA Tournament
*Jenison High School
Post Conference Tournament @ Fruitport
MHSAA Regionals
MHSAA Regionals

Home
Home
Away
Away
Home
Home

3:30 PM
TBA
3:30 PM
TBA
9:00 AM
9:00 AM

GIRLS VARSITY COMPETITIVE CHEER
Saturday
Saturday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Saturday
Wednesday
Saturday
Saturday
Wednesday
Saturday
Saturday

1/6/18
1/13/18
1/17/18
1/24/18
1/27/18
1/31/18
2/10/18
2/17/18
2/21/18
2/24/18
3/3/18

Grandville Invitational
Rochester Stoney Creek Meet
Kenowa Hills Jamboree
Mona Shores Jamboree
LMCCOA Invitational @ Caledonia
Conference Finals @ Reeths-Puffer
DeltaPlex Tournament
MHSAA Districts
GMAA Tournament @ WM Christian
MHSAA Regionals @ Thornapple Kellogg HS
MHSAA State Finals @ Delta Plex

Away
Away
Away
Home
Away
Away
Away
Home
Away
Away
Away

9:30 AM
11:30 AM
6:30 PM
6:30 PM
TBA
6:30 PM
10:00 AM
10:00 AM
TBA
10:00 AM
10:00 AM

Away
Away
Away
Away

TBA
TBA
TBA
10:00 AM

GIRLS JV COMPETITIVE CHEER
Saturday
Saturday
Wednesday
Saturday

1/13/18
1/20/18
1/31/18
2/10/18

Hudsonville Invitational
Rockford Invitational
Conference Finals @ Reeths-Puffer
Delta Plex Tournament

*Designates League Event. Events subject to change, check website for updates.

Sailor
Athletic
News
A Message from Ryan Portenga, Director of Athletics
The “Education” Within Educational Athletics
If you would have told Head Football Coach Matt Koziak - or anyone close to
the program - that this past year’s “Team 55” would walk away from the season
without a single trophy to add to our display cases, there would have been plenty of
disagreement. After all, this team - considering its talent and camaraderie - reminded
him of what he had in 2014… the team that went all the way to Ford Field.
A weird string of adversity began to hit the team after The Battle at the Big House - an
eye-opening defeat of powerhouse Canton High School - in the form of injuries…
most of which were non-contact related. By the time the playoffs rolled around, five
starters had been sidelined for the rest of the season and three had sustained injuries
throughout the season that kept them out of multiple games.
Yet, somehow, this team persevered - which is incredibly tough to do in the top divisions
of our state’s high school football gauntlet. That is, persevered until senior, co-captain,
two-way lineman Chuckie Anthony took a low-blow to his knee that was deemed so
“cheap” that the video of the hit made headlines on USA Today’s webpage. Whether
online, via social media, or even by telephone and email in my office, support for
Anthony, our program, and school poured in from around our country.
No words of encouragement could take away the sting of what had transpired though.
It wasn’t just the loss that bothered everyone, but the fact that such a hit - against such
a positive teammate and opponent - might have ended someone’s athletic career…
especially had he not been wearing knee braces.
Countless within our school community asked “Why” this happened? “Why” to
Anthony? “Why” to a team who was so close - despite all its injuries - to ending their
season in the state championship game? “Why” to a school community who yearns to
have just a fraction of the spotlight others in our county have enjoyed for decades?
I waited a number of days before responding, as I too was asking such questions. When
I did, I put a message out on Facebook that spoke to various subjects surrounding
the hit on such a wonderful young man. Yet, a few of the points were meant for all of
us… and was meant to remind folks - even in dark times - of the “education” within
educational athletics. I stated:
“I know I speak for many within our community when I say that – knowing our relatively
unaccomplished program history – we don’t take seasons and teams like this for
granted. A player, a game, and a season was taken away from us. While we may one
day be able to forgive, many of us will never forget… While such an act may not be
enough for some, please keep in mind that education – the business that we are in – is
accomplished through a multitude of mechanisms… Let’s continue to raise strong,
intense, and sportsmanlike athletes within Mona Shores. We’ve got an amazing school
system built on the backs of relentless educators. This past weekend stunk, but there
are plenty of competitions to win and battles to be fought in the future. Time to
regroup – letting the past fuel the future.”
See, while hard to envision right now, I fully believe that there will be a positive of some
kind to come out of all this - and we need to teach our children as much… that when
something doesn’t go as planned, our reactions often define the outcome. Chuckie
Anthony taught me that much when he was face-to-face with his opponent a few days
after the hit-heard-round-the-world. With tears in his eyes, crutches in his hand, and
knowing what the student-athlete before him had taken away, Anthony offered grace,
compassion, and forgiveness - undoubtedly a reaction most of us would not give in such
a moment.
I’m not sure what will ultimately come out of this incident, but I’m darn proud of the way
our entire coaching staff - all sports - teach the game of life to our student-athletes…
helping our programming win both on and off of the playing field.

Go Shores!,
Ryan Portenga,Athletic Director
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Middle School

PROUD OF OUR Best EFFORTS
A Message from Middle School Principal, Doug Ammeraal
With Christmas around the corner, I cannot help but to reflect on the
start of the school year, on the climate and culture at Mona Shores
Middle School, and the beginning of a new calendar year. With all
reflections, I continue to be inspired and grateful. Here are just a
couple of items that I have shared with students and staff:
• I am grateful for a student body that demonstrates Personal
Responsibility, Respect, Integrity, Discipline, and Engagement
(PRIDE) in all they do. I am grateful for a student body that is
compassionate, caring, and eager to impact the lives of others.
• I am grateful for a team of educators that puts students first, that
puts their hearts and souls into their craft, and is committed to doing
whatever it takes to help students succeed.
• I am grateful to be a Mona Shores SAILOR!
Our families and community should be proud of the students and
staff that enter this building every day! They should be proud of not
only the academics and behavior but also of the high-character young
people that are developing and growing their character! I know that I
am!
Here are just a few things that I am proud of regarding some of the
positives happening at Mona Shores Middle School.
• Academic Data -- While I will always strive to grow and improve, I
am proud of some of our academic data. We only have 61 students
(out of 931) with an “F” (6% of our students) and 12% of our students
have a “D” (D+, D, D-). This means that 82% of our students have
all As, Bs, or Cs! As we move into a new trimester, I believe these
numbers will improve. Our students are, and will continue to be,
successful because of their support at home, a drive to be their best,
and teachers that will do whatever it takes to support and encourage
them.
• Behavior Data -- While we continue to work on our overall volume,
they are right in line with the last couple of years and are still below
the national average. Since the start of school, we have had just
under 375 discipline (tardiness, disrespect, noncompliance, and
HFO primarily) referrals. Ultimately, we are holding our students
accountable to high expectations of respect and ownership - PRIDE.
Additionally, our staff has handed out over 3500 Pride Passes to
students, recognizing their positive behavior and choices. I am proud
of our students, collectively, for their overall positive behavior, good
choices, and demonstrations of PRIDE!
• Sailor Fitness Center -- Mrs. Hawes, Mr. Latz, and Mr. Volkmann
continue to work hard at making this an exceptional space for our
students. They have added equipment, brought in two screens for
fitness videos, and will continue to maximize that area for our students
to workout. This space has allowed us to offer PE classes unlike other
middle schools; we are blessed to have this space. Additionally, we
have staff that use it nearly every morning! I am proud that the Sailor
Fitness Center is impacting the health, wellbeing, and learning of our
students

over 50 new students to MSMS, coming from places like Fruitport,
Muskegon area, Grand Rapids, California, Colorado, and others. As I
work through all of meetings with them, I ask them to give me ONE
word that describes the students, staff, and culture at MSMS. Here
are some of the words they have used: best, awesome, engaged,
amazing, dependable, perfection, opportunities, and learners - just to
share a few. I look forward to completing my final twelve in the days
ahead. Our new students are obviously proud of their new school.
• Trades Academy -- With the need and added value to the skilled
trades for our students, we are piloting a Trades Academy this year!
We currently have 20 students that are led by Mr. Wahlberg and Mr.
Check. Not only are they supporting students’ academic needs,
they are exposing them to basic trades (woodworking, electrical,
plumbing, etc.). Already they have built high-quality picnic tables
and Adirondack chairs; they will be moving into plumbing shortly. I
am proud of the learning happening in this class and look forward
to seeing what else is in store and how it can grow into something
extremely impactful for our students.
• Monthly Character Traits - Our students, staff, and families continue
to reflect, learn, and grow with our character traits. Mrs. Butterfield
continues to do a phenomenal job of creating “kickoff” lessons for
students and staff at the beginning of each month. In each one
of these, she incorporates quality videos, meaningful discussion
questions, literacy components, and more. Teachers are intentional in
recognizing, discussing, and tying the focus trait into their curriculum.
Administrators work hard to remind our students each week of our
focus trait, challenging them to consider what it might look like, how
it might impact their lives, and in what ways might they be able to
model that trait. I am proud of our staff and families for intentionally
focusing on these traits with our students.
As we continue to learn, grow, and strive to be the best Middle School
in America, we must continue to challenge each other to be the best
version of ourselves that we can possibly be, our best as students,
educators, parents, friends, and community members. No matter what
role we assume in the education of our students, we must keep making
the conscious effort to be our very best every day, regardless of ability,
situation, or circumstances. I believe that if we continue, together, to
embrace this collective responsibility and focus, Mona Shores Middle
School will be the BEST middle school in America, through academic
success, high-character, positive behavior, and in creating a memorable
middle school experience for our students!
With the back half of the year right around the corner, please know that
this team of high-quality, passionate educators at Mona Shores Middle
School will continue to strive for excellence, our best, in all that we do!
We stay focused on our students, their success, their failures, and their
experience at Mona Shores Middle School!

With SAILOR PRIDE, Doug Ammeraal -- Principal

• New Students to MSMS -- This year, MSMS has over 930 students
in our building, the highest number in the past ten years! There are

Check out the Mona Shores Middle School Master Calendar of Events online at
http://www.monashores.net/ourschools/monashoresmiddleschool/upcomingevents
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Elementary School

Lincoln Park
Outdoor
Classroom
and More!
Lincoln Park is excited to announce the creation of our new outdoor classroom and
nature trails! First grade teacher, Amy Recor and fifth grade teacher, Tim Zinger
approached Lincoln Park Principal with this forward thinking idea. The project was then
made possible through a $2,500 grant from the Sailor Classic Golf Outing fundraiser.
Our generous PTO has also agreed to
contribute to this fund to allow our project to
be a success.
The beginning stages of these improvements
occurred in June with Lincoln Park CREW
families clearing large area of the woods
behind Lincoln Park’s playground. Walking
trails were created and connected to the
walking paths attached to the new playground.
This fall, another group of parent volunteers
spent time building benches and a teaching
podium to complete a wonderful outdoor
classroom along with an additional walking

trail. Only a small portion of the
funds have been spent thus far.
Future improvements that are being
considered include gravelling the
path, adding signage, and building
a second classroom area. We are
excited about the lasting impact
this project will have on our Lincoln
Park community!

The

Lighthouse

Campbell
Focuses on
Positive Behavior
You may have heard Campbell Elementary referred to as CAMP
Campbell, but you may not realize what CAMP stands for and the
significance of the CAMP acronym as our foundation for Positive
Behavioral Interventions and Supports (or PBIS). PBIS is the model that
we utilize to teach students expectations all around the building (from
the classroom to field trips). This
model is integral to the culture of the
building, expectations, and serves
as a proactive discipline approach.
Simply stated, we routinely and
purposefully teach common and
defined expectations, re-visit those
expectations, continually address,
acknowledge, and celebrate the
“positives”, and make corrections as
needed. Staff offer students positive
encouragement, motivation, and
approach discipline in a proactive
way. This requires communication
with students, parents, families and
the school-community in general.
As a district, all buildings have embraced PBIS. In addition, each school
year begins with students and parents signing a commitment/pledge and
culminates with a celebration of positive behavior at our Ride with Pride
assembly.

CAMPBELL ELEMENTARY
Like us on Facebook!
www.facebook.com/CampbellElementary
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The

Elementary School

Lighthouse

Ross Park Camps!
Ross Park students had an opportunity
to experience multiple camping activities
this fall surrounding literacy, leadership
and positive behavior.

Over the past few years, legislation
has changed the entry age for
students to enroll in kindergarten.
In 2018-19 a child must be 5 on
or before September 1, 2018 to
register for kindergarten.

In Classrooms:
In October, as a celebration for completing
the first unit in Reader’s Workshop, fourth
grade students in Mrs. Emily Young’s class
had the opportunity to “camp” outside
while sneaking in their precious reading
minutes. Campers additionally celebrated
reading as a lifelong skill, while enjoying a camp style
breakfast courtesy of Mrs. Young’s father’s cooking abilities.
The Kicked Up Reading Camp Out is an annual tradition in
Mrs. Young’s class.

In Grade
levels:
This Fall, Ross
Park Fifth Graders
attended Camp
Pendalouan
to increase
leadership skills
and team building
strategies. In
addition, students
created service
initiatives to bring back to the community, that they will
develop and implement throughout the year. Students
surprised themselves by stepping outside of their comfort
zone and achieving personal and group goals that they set.
They also developed stronger peer relations and made
memories that will last a lifetime.

Kindergarten
Registration

Schoolwide:
As a celebration for over
95% of students at Ross Park
receiving no major discipline
referrals in the months of
September and October,
all students participated
in a school wide reading
camp out. The campout
was complete with tents,
flashlights, s’mores and
stories. The school wide
event further ignited a love
for reading, while also using
teamwork, creativity, and
problem-solving skills to build tents large enough for entire
classrooms to fit and read together.
Each month, Ross Park students celebrate positive
behavior through a school wide celebration designed by
the school leadership team.

Young 5’s Program
We are excited to share that Young 5’s will once again be an option for the 2018-19 school year. At present,
the program is located at Ross Park with the possibility of adding another classroom next fall at another
building.
If your child turns five between July 1, 2018 and December 1, 2018, he or she may be eligible for our Young
5’s Program, which is a two-year program. The first year is Young 5’s and the second year is Kindergarten. If
you are interested, please plan to attend Kindergarten Round-up for more information and to get on the list
of interested families.
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Parents can learn more about
kindergarten at our upcoming
parent meetings. The building
principal, teachers and other district
staff will relay details of a typical
kindergarten day, what students
will learn and be expected to have
mastered prior to first grade and
questions about transportation.
This year kindergarten round-up
meetings are scheduled in each
building on the following date:
Wednesday, February 28, 2018
@ 6:00 p.m.
In Mona Shores the enrollment
process begins with your
elementary building secretary. She
will provide you with an enrollment
packet to complete and return
to the school prior to round-up.
Please feel free to call or drop by
your home building and to pick
up this enrollment packet. Along
with the completed packet you
will be asked to provide birth
certificate (original), immunization
record (including hearing and
vision screening results), and proof
of residency (i.e., warranty deed
to mortgage, most recently paid
property tax statement, rental lease
or agreement, mortgage payment
receipt, or affidavit of residency with
property owner).
Transportation is provided to
resident kindergarten students who
reside beyond the 1.5 mile walk
out distance. For the safety of your
kindergartener, you or a guardian
must be present at both pick-up
and drop-off locations. Additional
information will be provided
regarding transportation at a later
date.
If you have any other questions,
feel free to contact your building
principal.

Elementary School

Churchill Rock Stars
Have you ever explored Pure
Michigan? Our Churchill Rock Stars
got a chance to do just that this past
March during our Pure Michigan
March is Reading Month! Each class
showed their pride for Michigan by
creating a Michigan door emblem that
displayed something important about
our great state.
We kicked off the month with a visit
from Michigan author Lori Taylor. She
taught the students about the fun
they can have when exploring the
outdoors, through some of her own
stories, which include the Holly Wild
series and The Young Geek’s Guide to
Getting Outside.
Throughout the month of March, many
fantastic prizes were given to students
who completed their reading minutes.
Every student at Churchill received
at least one book! School-wide
rewards for March is Reading month
included, dress like Michigan Day,
Michigan Bingo,
and Curl up and
Read Day. We also
invited Michigan
guest readers to
every classroom,
which included
fire fighters, police
officers, the Norton
Shores Mayor, and
Judge Nolan.
The highlight
of March was
Churchill’s first ever
Literacy Night! Literacy night included
a visit from local author and Mona
Shores employee, Sarah Barnard,
along with illustrator, Kate Bourdon,
who is a former Mona Shores
employee. Other activities included
Petoskey Stone painting, book mark

making, a prize raffle, and we even
had the Mona Shores football team
scooping Hudsonville Ice Cream!
One thing that made our March is
Reading Month so special was the
emphasis we put on Michigan owned
businesses. Many Michigan businesses
stepped up and donated items to be
given as prizes throughout March.
We would like to sincerely thank the
following businesses for helping to
make March such a fabulous month for
our students.
Watch Muskegon
Lighthouse Group
The Grand Rapids Griffins
The Detroit Red Wings
Lewis Farms
Norton Pines
Meijer
Kangaroo Palace
Bissell
Integra Source Publishing
Tug Stuff
Sparrow
The Whitecaps
Overall, Churchill students read
128,669 minutes… Way to go Rock
Stars!
We are looking forward to another
marvelous March is Reading Month.
What in the world could we be up to
this year?
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The

Lighthouse

Preschool Registration

2018-2019 MONA SHORES
TUITION PRESCHOOL
REGISTRATION
Open Registration
begins in March
The Mona Shores Tuition Preschool Program provides a positive, safe,
nurturing environment that promotes physical, intellectual, social and
emotional growth. We offer three and four-year old programs, including our
popular PreK Class. All classes are held at Ross Park. Our teaching staff is
selected by considering academic qualifications, experience and the desire to
teach and work with preschool age children. All teachers are highly certified
and meet the state of Michigan qualifications to teach early childhood
education. Non-resident students enrolled in Mona Shores Early Childhood
programs will be given first preference for identified Schools of Choice
openings.
To request an enrollment package, please call (231) 780-4748 or visit our
website at www.monashores.net/departments/community-services/earlychildhood/preschool. The Preschool office is located in Ross Park Elementary
at 121 Randall Road in Norton Shores, MI 49441. Registration begins in
March on a first come first serve basis and continues until classes are full.
A non-refundable registration fee with one-month’s tuition as a deposit is
required at the time of registration. Students currently enrolled in our threeyear-old program will automatically receive a four-year-old enrollment package
during the closed enrollment period.

Head Start and Great Start Readiness Programs
at Ross Park Elementary
Mona Shores is in consortium with Fruitport Community Schools to provide
free preschool programs to eligible families. Both follow curriculum guidelines
from the State of Michigan. Call Fruitport Early Childhood Center at (231)
865-4102 for more information about these programs.
Please visit our Facebook page at
Facebook.com/monashorespreschool.
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2018
WINTER

PERFORMING ARTS
SCHEDULE
Winter Band Retreat
Friday-Saturday, January 19-20
Showcase Auditions
Tuesday, January 23 – 3-5pm - High School
Choir Room
The Oblivion Project Clinic
Thursday, January 25 – 12:15-2:30 pm High School Orchestra Room/Auditorium
MSBOA Honors Band
Saturday, January 31 – All Day
High School Orchestra Winter Retreat
Friday-Saturday, February 2-3 – High School
Orchestra Room
Middle School Allegrettos Musical,
James and the Giant Peach Jr.
Thursday-Saturday, February 8-10 - 7pm –
High School Performing Arts Center
MSBOA High School Solo and Ensemble
Saturday, February 10 – All Day – TBA
6th Grade Orchestra Solo Festival
Tuesday, February 13 – 5-8pm – Middle
School Music Wing

Ross Park Talent Show
Tuesday, March 6 - 6pm – Ross Park
Auditorium
Collage Auditions
Wednesday, March 7 – 3-5pm – High
School Choir Room
MSBOA MS Band Festival
Wednesday-Friday, March 7-9
Campbell Talent Show
Thursday, March 8 – 6:30pm – Ross Park
Auditorium
Lincoln Park Talent Show
Monday, March 12 – 6:30pm – Ross Park
Auditorium
6th Grade Choir Mini Concert
Tuesday, March 13 - 10am & 12:45pm Middle School Auditorium
7th/8th Grade Choir Concert
Tuesday, March 13 - 7:30pm - Middle
School Auditorium
MSBOA State Solo & Ensemble
Saturday, March 17

7th & 8th Grade Orchestra Pre-Festival Clinic
Thursday, February 15 – 3-6pm – Middle
School Music Wing

Campbell 3rd Grade Michigan Musical
Monday, March 19 – 6:30pm – Ross Park
Auditorium

Lincoln Park 1st and 2nd Grade Program
Thursday, February 22 – 6:30pm – Ross
Park Auditorium

Mona Shores Children’s Choir – GVSU Trip
Tuesday, March 20

MMEA Concert Festival
Friday-Saturday, February 23-24 – High
School Performing Arts Center

Churchill 3rd Grade Michigan Musical
Wednesday, March 21 – 6pm – Ross Park
Auditorium

Mona Shores Children’s Choir Festival
Saturday, February 24 - 9am-3pm Performance at 2:30 - Ross Park Auditorium

Allegros Show – (Young Frankenstein)
Friday, March 22, 23, 24 - 7pm (Saturday
Matinee at 2pm) – High School Performing
Arts Center

Campbell 1st and 2nd Grade Program
Monday, February 26 – 6:30pm – Ross Park
Auditorium

MSBOA Honors Orchestra
Saturday, March 24 – All Day – Muskegon
High School

7th & 8th Grade Band Concert
Tuesday, February 28 - 7:30pm – Middle
School Auditorium

Lincoln Park 3rd Grade Michigan Musical
Monday, March 26 – 6:30pm – Ross Park
Auditorium

MSBOA Orchestra Festival
Wednesday, February 28 – Grand Haven
High School

High School Spring Choir Concert
Tuesday, March 27 - 7pm – High School
Performing Arts Center

6th Grade Midwinter Band Concert
Thursday, March 1 – 7:30pm – Middle
School Auditorium

3rd Grade Michigan Musical-Ross Park
Wednesday, March 28 - 6pm – Ross Park
Auditorium

Churchill Talent Show
Monday, March 5 - 6pm – Ross Park
Auditorium

MSBOA State Jazz Festival
Wednesday, March 29 – Cedar Springs
High School
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Stan Miller, President
Home: (231) 557-4039
E-mail: millers@monashores.net
Jeanne Cooper-Kuiper, Vice President
Home: (231) 798-3815
E-mail: cooperj@monashores.net
Jay Keessen, Treasurer
Home: (231) 206-0889
E-mail: keessenj@monashores.net
Chris Burnaw, Secretary
Home: (231) 557-4949
E-mail: burnawc@monashores.net
Kandace Boysen, Trustee
Home: (231) 798-8242
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Mission Statement: Inspiring excellence, building character, and impacting
the future through academics, arts, and athletics….Mona Shores!

Michael S. Hansen, Trustee
Home: (970) 578-0063
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Wesley Wilson, Trustee
Home: (231) 798-8416
E-mail: wilsonw@monashores.net

BUILDING PHONE NUMBERS
CENTRAL OFFICE ...................................(231) 780-4751

Senior Citizens Luncheon
This year’s annual Senior Citizens Luncheon hosted
by Mona Shores Community Services will take place
on Friday, April 27th. Please look for more
information and how to register in the April
issue of the Lighthouse
View. Looking forward
to another great event!

ADULT EDUCATION @ GLENSIDE .........(231) 720-2530
CAMPBELL ELEMENTARY .......................(231) 755-2550
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PRESCHOOL ............................................(231) 780-4748
ROSS PARK ELEMENTARY ......................(231) 798-1773
MIDDLE SCHOOL ....................................(231) 759-8506
HIGH SCHOOL ........................................(231) 780-4711
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To advertise in future editions of The Lighthouse View, call Mark Williamson at (231) 766-3038 or email mark@orshalrdproductions.com.

