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On June 2nd, our 5th Grade students participated in a Middle 
School Scavenger Hunt to help prepare them for the first day 
of 6th grade. Using the Goosechase app and an iPad, teams 
of 5th graders, with a 6th grade guide, searched the middle 
school high and low for important people and places that 

               will impact them as 6th graders.

5th Grade Scavenger Hunt
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The Norsemen Pride is published three times per year by North 
Muskegon Public Schools, 1600 Mills Avenue, North Muskegon, 
MI  49445. North Muskegon accepts advertising to defray the cost 
of production and distribution and appreciates the support of its 
advertisers. North Muskegon does not specifically endorse advertisers 
or their products or services. Visit our website at www.nmps.net

Please contact Beth Soelberg at 231-719-4206 
with inquiries or by email at bsoelberg@nmps.net.
The advertisers in this publication help to offset the cost printing and 
distribution costs for the Norsemen Pride. For advertising inquiries, 
contact Mark Williamson at Orshal Road Productions, 231-766-3038 
or mark@orshalrdproductions.com.

Welcome Back 
Norsemen Family!

It is with great excitement that I 
welcome everyone back from what 
I hope has been a very relaxing 
and fun summer! The 2017/18 
school year is upon us and I am 
certain you share my excitement 
for another wonderful school year 
here at NMPS!

We have two new teachers joining 
us this year and a new friendly face 
in our elementary office. Please 
help me in welcoming Mr. Cody 
Liverance (social studies teacher), 

Mrs. Emily Newton (math teacher) and Mrs. Beth Soelberg 
(elementary office support) to our Norsemen family. These new 
staff members along with our existing staff, parents and greater 
school community are going to make this an amazing year for our 
students. I am so proud of our school community – Norsemen 
Pride is alive and well!

So, get ready, because here we go... another year of high academic 
expectations, wonderful performances, fun athletic events, an 
incredible sense of school community and so much more. Please 
do not ever hesitate to contact me regarding any questions, 
concerns and/or celebrations you may have. Together we will make 
this a wonderful 2017/18 school year. It is a GREAT day to be a 
NORSEMEN – every day is a GREAT day to be a NORSEMEN!

Sincerely,
Dr. Curt Babcock 
Superintendent of Schools 

“We are an Educational Community that gives 
our BEST and expects the BEST.”

Go Norse!

The
Norse Education Foundation 

looks forward to seeing
you at our  

2017
Homecoming
Celebration!
More information to follow

The Norse Education Foundation

is established to enrich the

educational experiences of our

students by funding excellence

in teaching and learning beyond

what is provided through

operating funds.

http://www.coxaccounting.biz/
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“Welcome to the Jungle” 

Director Angela Corbin and classroom teachers Lisa Clark, Chalie 

Henderson, and Angela Lamiman worked with many parent volunteers 

to bring the jungle alive at NM! Our first graders shared their talents 

and enthusiasm with a full house. The musical encouraged themes 

of friendship, inclusion, and acceptance with an unforgettable 

soundtrack and the participation of monkeys, mice, elephants and 

lions. Congratulations to Mrs. Corbin and our first grade performers!

at the 1st Grade 
Musical!

http://www.muskegoncareertech.com/
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North Muskegon Elementary’s 
Second Grade class performed their 
first concert this May! Our brave 
students enjoyed sharing all they 
have learned this year with family 
and friends under the direction of 
Director Angela Corbin. They played 
many favorite songs, explained the 
parts of the violin, the proper use 
of the bow, and even collaborated 
with some guest performers from 
our Middle School Orchestra! 
Congratulations to Mrs. Corbin, 
our second grade teachers, 
and our dedicated, talented 
2nd grade students!

Second Grade
Strings Concert
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In the ActTM Early
With great excitement, Muskegon Rotary 
is sponsoring the new North Muskegon 
Elementary Rotary EarlyActTM Club. The 
charter was signed May 18, 2017 by 
President Josh Wallace, District Governor 
Gernot Runschke and Randy Lindquist.

EarlyActTM is a school-wide service club 
for elementary students from ages 5 to 
13. It is sponsored by a local Rotary Club. 
An EarlyActTM Club is self-supporting 
and carries out three service projects 
annually – one each for their school and 
local communities, and one which furthers 
international understanding. 

The mission and operation of EarlyActTM 
are closely linked to the ideals of Rotary 
and provide the foundation and natural 
succession into Interact. 

EarlyActTM provides young students the 
opportunity for gaining an increased 
awareness and knowledge of their 
community and the world. At a young age, 
all students can easily be encouraged to be 
caring and helpful. Their minds are open 
to recognize the dignity and worth of each 
individual which builds respect for others.

EarlyActTM also engages students in 
character-building activities and prepares 
them for leadership roles to identify and 
carry out projects which benefit their school, 
local and global communities.

ONLY TWO IN THE DISTRICT
North Muskegon Public Schools is now only 
the second school district, along with Lowell 
Public Schools, in our 6290 Rotary District, 
to have not only an EarlyActTM Club, but 
a functioning middle school Interact Club 
and class, plus a separate , highly regarding 
high school Interact Club. Service above 
Self in student development has a seamless 
transition in North Muskegon Public Schools 
from Grade 5 onward.

John Slocum, above, Rotarian 
and North Muskegon High School 
Interact Advisor and Teacher, 
introduced EarlyActTM Advisor, 
5th grade teacher, Jenn Schultz, 
below. the amazing young leaders of 
EarlyActTM introduced themselves 
and shared a bit about what 
their Leadership Lunch Club, as 
they have called themselves, 
has accomplished this year for 
acts of service both locally and 
internationally. The students were 
poised and will continue to be 
leaders in North Muskegon and across the 
Muskegon community. 

Front Row, from left, Anna 
Blastic, Maya Corbin, Taylor 
Mann, Lauren Dahlquist, 
Marilyn Gaston, Allie Friesner, 
and Jenn Schultz. Back Row, 
District Governor Gernot 
Runschke, Randy Lindquist 
and President Josh.
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copy.
~ by Thoughts of

6th grade camp

Community 
Sensory Garden 
Enhancement 
Project

by:Christopher Taylor and Parker Maciejewski, Sixth Grade

The sixth grade class recently finished renovating the “Community 
Sensory Garden” in front of the public library. We were each given a 
different sense to address at our lab groups. We had to keep in mind 
that the main issues were the lack of biodiversity and poor water 
quality in Muskegon Lake. Without any biodiversity, the garden would 
become vulnerable to diseases, ultimately destroying it. Each group 
received a different sense to enhance. For example, the sight group 
planted a variety of colorful, native flowers.

By planting deep-rooted 
native Michigan plants, we 
are improving water quality. 
“Every little bit counts,” says 
Mr. Jarvis, the science teacher 
who supervised and funded 
the project with a grant from 
the Great Lakes Stewardship 
Initiative. We also added fresh 
produce that you can pick to 
your heart’s content. There 
are strawberries, broccoli, 
kale, lettuce, tomatoes, and 
bell peppers, to name a few. So don’t waste time, and go to the 
Community Sensory Garden to pick some fruits and vegetables, relax 
in the sun, or just breathe in the fresh scent of the flowers.

by 6th grade campers 

I will always remember playing gold rush with some new people. I mean I always 
knew them but I just really never talked to them and we won gold rush! 
 -Riley McEvoy 

It was nice to be with friends and not have to worry about school work.
 -Ben Hoffer

The counselors are very nice and funny. They joke around a lot but do their job at the 
same time! And the food is great! It was very fun and I really want to come back! 

-Anna Basso-Dick

The best thing that I liked the best about camp was that we could stay up past 
our regular bedtime. Another thing that I liked about camp was all of the food. 
The final thing that I liked about camp was all of the nice counselors. They were 
fun to get to know. 

-Lucas Metz

Camp Pendalouan was so fun! Tiring, though. But it’s okay! Still very fun! I loved 
the zip line, the square dance, and the high ropes! Those were my favorite parts. I 
loved the oatmeal. That was my favorite food I ate for breakfast. They talked about 
how we were not allowed to mess with the animals in the environment. That was 
cool knowing they care about the animals and the environment, and knowing that 
they respect nature. I liked canoeing. It was a challenge rowing the canoe, making 
sure not to get stuck or flip, but it was a really cool experience since I hadn’t rowed 
a canoe on a river before. Overall, camp was amazing, fun, and taught me many 
things, and gave me many awesome experiences I’ll never forget. 

-Melissa Beck

I had so much fun at Camp Pendy. They had great food. One of the fun things I 
did is swimming. I also I had a chance to try the obstacle course and the zipline. 
It was a little scary! I also had one of the best high school counselors, Lauren. 
She helped us clean and she was always so fun. I remember when she was in 
the costume shack she had on a gorilla mask and tried to scare Niya and me. 
Another thing that happened at camp is almost every day there would be a 
snake that we ran away from. 

-Tori McKeown
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North Muskegon Norsemen

MIDDLE SCHOOL GIRLS BASKETBALL_________________
September 7  @ Whitehall 4:00
September 12  Oakridge 4:00
September 14  Ravenna 4:00
September 19  @ Shelby 4:00
September 21  Hart 4:00
September 26  @ Montague 4:00
September 28  Mason CC 4:00
October 3  @ Ravenna 4:00
October 5  Whitehall 4:00
October 10  @ Oakridge 4:00
October 16  Conference Tourney  Away
October 18  Conference Tourney  Away
October 19  Conference Tourney  Away
 

BOYS/GIRLS CROSS COUNTRY_________________
August 26  @ Benzie Central  8:30am 
September 7  @ Muskegon Catholic  TBA
September 9   @ Fennville Inv.  9:00am
September 16  @ Sparta Inv.   8:00am
September 19  @ Ravenna   4:30pm
September 26   @ Montague   4:30pm
September 30  @ Allendale Inv.   TBA
October 1  @ Portage Inv   TBA
October 10  @ Whitehall   4:30pm
October 13  GMAA   TBA
October 17  @ Shelby   4:30pm
October 27  Regionals  TBA 
 
NORTH MUSKEGON VARSITY FOOTBALL_________________
August 25  @ Hesperia 7:00
August 31  Oakridge 7:00
September 8  Ravenna 7:00
September 15  Montague 7:00
September 22  @ Mason CC 7:00
September 29  @ Shelby 7:00
October 6  @ Hart 7:00
October 13  Whitehall 7:00
October 20  @ Orchard View 7:00 

BOYS JV FOOTBALL_________________
August 24  Hesperia 6:30
August 30  @ Oakridge 6:30
September 7  @ Ravenna 6:30
September 14  @ Montague 6:30
September 21  Mason CC 6:30
September 28  Shelby 6:30
October 5  Hart 6:30
October 12  @ Whitehall 6:30
October 19  Orchard View 6:30 
 
MIDDLE SCHOOL FOOTBALL_________________
September 6  @ Shelby 4:00
September 13  Oakridge 4:00
September 20  @ Mason CC 4:00
September 27  Ravenna 4:00
October 4  Whitehall 4:00
October 11  @ Hart 4:00
October 18  Montague 4:00 
 
GIRLS VARSITY GOLF_________________
August 16 & 17  @ TC Lober  TBA
August 24  @ Mona Shores Inv  9:00am
August 25  @ Fruitport Inv  8:30am
August 28 Reeths Puffer  3:30pm
August 30 @ Montague  4:00pm
September 5 Whitehall  3:30pm
September 7 Ludington  3:30pm
September 14 Fruitport  3:30pm
September 15 @ Whitehall Inv  TBA
September 19  Spring Lake  3:30pm
September 21 @ Fremont (9 holes)  4:00pm 
September 22 @ Ludington Inv 9:00am 
September 25 @ Big Rapids (Tullymore)  4:00pm 
September 27  GMAA 
September 28 @ Chip Hills Inv 10:00am 

October 5 @ RP Inv 9:00am 

2017 Fall Sports Schedule

Sports Listings Continued on Page 8
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BOYS VARSITY SOCCER_________________
August 19 @ Kalamazoo Hackett Inv  TBA
August 25   Grand Rapids Covenant  4:30pm
August 29 @ Shelby  5:15pm
August 31 @ Muskegon Catholic Central  4:30pm
September 5 @ Hart  TBA
September 7 @ Reeths Puffer  6:30pm
September 9  Harbor Springs  1:00pm
September 12   Whitehall  7:00pm
September 14   Oakridge  7:00pm
September 16 @ Leland  3:30pm
September 19 @ Mason CC  4:30pm
September 22 @ WMC  6:45pm
September 25 Saugatuck  5:00pm
September 26   Ravenna  7:00pm
October 2   Montague 7:00pm
October 4  conference
October 9  conference
October 11  conference

BOYS VARSITY TENNIS_________________
August 16  @ South Christian  1:00 pm

August 18  @ Portland Inv   9:00am

August 22  @ Grand Haven Quad   9:00am

August 24   @ T.C St. Francis TBA

August 28   @ T.C St. Francis TBA

August 29   @ Mona Shores (Tri)  2:00 pm

September 6  WMC 4:00pm

September 11    @ Whitehall  4:00pm

September 13   @ Ludington  4:00pm

September 14   @ RP  4:30pm

September 23   @ Davenport (Hackett/GR West)  9:00am

September 25   @ Grant   4:00pm

September 27  Fremont  4:00pm

September 30   GMAA  TBA 

October 7   Conference @ Whitehall  TBA

JV/VARSITY VOLLEYBALL_________________
Aug 19  @ Reeths Puffer Inv. (V) 9:00

Aug 22  Muskegon Catholic (JV/V) 5:30

Aug 29  @ Hart (JV/V) 5:30

Sept 5  @ Whitehall (JV/V) 5:30

Sept 9  @ Fruitport Inv. (V) TBA

Sept 12  Mason County Central (JV/V) 5:30

Sept 16  @ Grandville Calvin Christian Inv.(V) 8:30

Sept 19  @ Oakridge (JV/V) 5:30

Sept 21  Ludington/Pentwater Tri (V) 5:00

Sept 26  Montague (JV/V) 5:30

Sept 28  NM Quad (V Home/JV @ Ravenna) 5:00

Oct 3  Shelby (JV/V) 5:30

Oct 10  @ Ravenna (JV/V) 5:30

Oct 14  @ Shelby Inv. (V) 8:30

Oct 30  Districts
__________________________________________________________

Get Out and Support 
Your Hometown North Muskegon Teams!

__________________________________________________________

2017 Fall Sports Schedule (cont.)

http://www.pioneerresources.org/
http://www.orshalrdproductions.com/
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NM Students Earn Eagle Scout Honor

NMHS students Ian Collins and Spencer Moulton 
earned their Eagle Scout award this spring. Eagle 
Scout is the highest rank attainable in the Boy Scouts 
of America. This rank, which requires years of effort to 
achieve, is only earned by four percent of Boy Scouts. 
Ian and Spencer worked for many years to acquire new 
skills, serve their communities, and develop integrity 
and character to become Eagle Scouts. They also put 
many hours and much effort into their Eagle projects to 
benefit our North Muskegon community. Spencer built 
benches for use in our NM Outdoor Classroom on Bear 
Lake, and Ian created the hugely popular gaga ball pit 
on our Moulton Avenue playground. Congratulations to 
both Spencer and Ian for their achievements!

Pictured left to right: Superintendent Curt Babcock, 
PhD, Spencer Moulton, Ian Collins, Honorable Maria 
Hoopes, and Will Meier, President of the North 
Muskegon Board of Education

http://www.beltone.com/
http://www.muskegonmyst.com/
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AP Environmental 
Science Students Plant 
A Pocket Garden

*WHAT IS SCRIP?
Scrip is another name for gift cards that we carry from MANY local and national 

stores, restaurants, and other retailers.

*HOW DOES SCRIP WORK?
We purchase gift cards from retailers at a discount. Then, we split the discount 
evenly with you! The cards are still worth their face value (for example, a $25 

Meijer gift card is still worth $25). Our Scrip volunteers track all of your earnings in 
a Family Account. That money can be used for any school expenses - simply make 
a request and we will write and deliver the check to the school for you! Or, you may 
ask for a personal check and use it for anything you want (up to twice a year). The 
NM Music Boosters receives the other half of the discount and puts it to great use 

supporting NM Music programs from K-12!

*WHERE AND WHEN DO I PURCHASE SCRIP?
We have two regular sales times during the school year: Wednesdays from 5-6pm 
in the MS/HS Lobby, and Fridays from 7:30-8:30am in the Superintendent’s office. 

Orders can also be submitted via email at nmmbscrip@gmail.com and pick up 
through any school office can be arranged.

SCRIP 101

A native planting does not need to be huge to be beneficial...so start small! The AP Environmental 
Science class recently was awarded a small grant from the Muskegon Conservation District and 
Arconic to install a pocket garden as a demonstration for what landowners could do in small 
portions of their property to both beautify and benefit the environment. Pocket gardens serve as 
critical “islands” for pollinators, birds, and small wildlife. APES students researched and ordered 
suitable Michigan Native plants and installed the garden as a class at the entrance of the NM 
Elementary staff parking lot as it enters onto Moulton Ave. Using native Michigan plants provides the 
best quality nectar and berries for our Michigan pollinators and birds. In addition, the native plants 
selected are beneficial to water quality due to their deep root structure, which acts as a filter to road 
runoff pollutants before it enters Bear Lake. Imagine how much of Michigan’s native habitat could 
be restored if everyone planted a “Pocket Garden”. Keep an eye on this little garden as it begins to 
take hold this summer!

by Tony Jarvis, APES 
Teacher

http://www.winningsmilesortho.org/
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North Muskegon Interact Students all become Norse 
Muskegon Stars through The Muskegon Chamber!

Last year the Muskegon Star program was introduced 
at North Muskegon High School, and 25 students 
became Stars. This year we have added 59 more 
Norsemen to help celebrate the Muskegon area as 
young ambassadors, totaling 84 Norse Star Muskegon 
Stars helping to make the Muskegon area great!

The Muskegon STAR! program delivers information 
that increases community knowledge and teaches 
participants how to share this information positively. 
Through this program, participants will become 
certified “Muskegon STARS!”

Sharing community knowledge effectively with visitors, 
employees, and residents will provide a positive 
Muskegon experience and reinforce that the Muskegon 
Lakeshore is a great place to live, learn, work and play.

Toni Seyferth and John Slocum team-taught the 
Interact Class (a branch of Rotary), integrating 
curriculum designed by The Muskegon Chamber. 
Sue Carpenter, Pat Shafer and Alicia Hopper were 
instrumental in moving the program forward. Students 
enjoyed talks from the Muskegon Chamber while 

downtown at the kickoff tour.

Many thanks to our community members who 
welcomed NM students as they experienced what 
Muskegon has to offer! Some of the locations Star 
students explored included the downtown historic 
district, Visit Muskegon Welcome Center, the 

Frauenthal, local bike trails, Pere Marquette, the 
USS Silversides Submarine Museum, the LST 393, 
the Farmer’s Market, Norm’s Ice Cream, North Way 
Lanes and Rootdown Yoga, Juice, and Greens. Part of 
the curriculum is learning and using basic soft skills 
necessary to engage with the public. Watch Us Go!!!!

http://www.muskegonmission.org/
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           Congratulations to the North Muskegon
           High School Graduation Class of 2017!

We are so proud of our graduates! They are prepared to create a fantastic future!

North Muskegon High School Class 
of 2017
75 graduates plus 1 exchange student

Enrolled in college/university  62 students  83%
______________________________________________

Attending 4-year institution  36 students  58%
______________________________________________

Attending 2-year institution  26 students  42%
______________________________________________

Attending school in-state  51 students  82%
______________________________________________

Attending school out-of-state  11 students  17%
______________________________________________

Gap Year - Athletics & service  2 students  3%
______________________________________________

Attending technical college  1 student  1%
______________________________________________

Intention to join military  1 student  1%
______________________________________________

Entering the world of work  9 students  12%
______________________________________________

Anticipated courses of study
3-D Animation, Accounting, Athletic Training, Auto Mechanics, 
Biology, Biochemistry, Biomedical Science, Business, 
Chemistry, Civil Engineering, Communications, Computer 
Engineering, Cosmetology, Criminal Justice, Digital Media 
Design, Economics, Electrical Engineering, Elementary 
Education, Fire Science, French, Graphic Design, Health, 
Marine Science, Maritime Studies, Mechanical Engineering, 
Nursing, Physical Therapy, Pre-Dental, Pre-Law, Pre-Med, 
Pre-Pharmacy, Psychology, Respiratory Therapy, Secondary 
Education, Sociology, Sports Broadcasting, Sports Marketing, 
and Sports Medicine.
______________________________________________

Distinctive Scholarships
Community Foundation Scholarships: Brittany Bailey, 
Linnea Byl, Lucille Carpenter, Lauren Cribbs, Samuel Hardy, 
Mary Hoopes, Thomas Montgomery, Brighton Scholfield, 
Chloe Strach, & Kelly Torz

Kiwanis Brogren-Christie Scholarship: Sadie Ramsey

MCC Promise Scholarships: Kyle Benham, Sean 
Bickford, Zackary Burdon, Ashley Clarke, Kelsi Crawford, 
Michayla Greiner, Claire Hinton, Allen Kinahan, Hailey 
Liverance, Kayla Mulder, Hunter Schotts, Alex Slocum, 
Emi Steketee, & Ryleigh Wood

Muskegon Northside Llons Club Scholarship: Sam 
Hardy

NM Education Association Scholarship: Brittany Bailey

Norse Education Foundation: Riley Fairfield

Womens Division, Chamber of Commerce: Ryleigh 
Wood

NMHS Traditional Honors
D.A.R. Recipient: Mary Hoopes

Dennis & Susan Emmons Instrumental Music Award: 
Brighton Schofield

Don Walters Scholarship: Lauren Cribbs

Dorothy Tyler Memorial Award: Lucille Carpenter

Homer Vanhoesen Scholarship Trophy: Lucille 
Carpenter

John Laning Memorial Award: Jacob Bean

John Pavlik Award: Dalton Fuller

MHSAA Student Athlete Awards: Riley Fairfield, 
Mikayla Greiner, Claire Hinton, Mary Hoopes, Thomas 
Montgomery, Spencer Mueller

Mike Baldwin Athlete of the Year: Riley Fairfield

Moyes Memorial Awards: Mya Duncan, Samuel Hardy

Purdue Memorial Athletic Award: Vernonell Smith, Jr.

Robert Morris Scholarship Trophy: Thomas 
Montgomery

USMC Scholastic Excellence Award: Lauren Cribbs, 
Riley Fairfield

USMC Dinstinguished Athlete Award: Mary Hoopes, 
Thomas Montgomery

USMC Musical Excellence Award: Mikayla Greiner, 
Sean Bickford

Wes Kaule Memorial Award: Mary Hoopes

Albion College: Maya Duncan, Kresge Scholarship, 
Alumni Connection, Institutional Commitment 
Scholarships

Columbia School of Art & Design: Kelly Torz, Merit 
Scholarship

Embry Riddle Aeronautical University: Roman Kuzio, 
Dean’s Scholarship

Ferris State University: Hunter Knight, Ferris Crimson 
Scholarship; Carleton Stuberg, Dean’s Scholarship

Goshen College: Brighton Schofield, High Honors 
Academic Scholarship

Grand Valley State University: Spencer Mueller, Laker 
Scholarship

Hope College: Lauren Cribbs, Alumni Honors 
Scholarship; Riley Fairfield, Hope Grant, Distinguished 
Scholar & Legacy Awards

Indiana University - Purdue University - Indianapolis: 
Katherine Roberson, MidWest Scholarship

Landmark College: Spencer Moulton, President’s 
Council Scholarship & Dean College Presidential 
Scholarship

Loyola University: Nicole Rypstra, Deans Scholarship

Marquette University: Zachary Massey, Piere 
Marquette Academic Scholarship

Michigan Technological University: Bradley Hildwein, 
Presidential Scholarship of Achievement; Bryan Kison, 
Presidentail Scholarship of Achievement; Chole Strach, 
Scholar of Distinction Scholarship

Muskegon Community College: Jacob Bean, Counselor 
Scholarship; Brooke Delora, Counselor Scholarship

Taylor University: Samuel Hardy, Dean Scholarship

University of Michigan: Mary Hoopes, Regents Merit 
Scholarship

Wayne State University: Vernonell Smith Jr., Athletic 
Scholarship

Western Michigan University: Brittany Bailey, 
Achievement & Alumni Legacy Awards



 The Newsletter for North Muskegon School District   |   www.nmps.net   |   August 2017    |     13    

Our 2017 Pops Concert was a HUGE 
success! Audience and performers alike 
enjoyed the fun mix of music, dance, 
lighting, and excitement during the concert. 
Congratulations to Director Beth Slimko and 
her dedicated and talented Middle and High 
School Choir students!

Every year I look forward to POPS and get so 
excited when it is finally time for the actual 
performances. POPS is my favorite concert for 
choir. I love that it’s not just one show - there 
are so many great costumes, so much great 

choreography, and so many great people! The entire choir works really hard so 
that POPS is great and POPS is always greater than we expect! This year’s POPS 
concert has really been one of my favorites! We performed fantastic songs, and 
are so much more comfortable during our second year at the Frauenthal. – Kelsey 
Lemieux

North Muskegon Pops 2017 was the best pops concert of my seven years in choir. 
Not only was it amazing musically, but it is wonderful how much of a family we all 
were. We all became so close this year. I even got to know the new sixth graders 
very well this year. Pops is definitely my favorite part of the year because we get 
to all come together and put our greatness together. It is going to be very hard to 
leave everyone behind this ear!  – Lauren Cribbs

2017 POPS CONCERT
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Congratulations to our April and May Students of the 

Month! Our NM students make a positive difference 

in their school and community. Thanks for sharing 

your scholarship and talents with us! 

April 2017
Students of the Month

Kelsi Crawford and Hannah Landstrom

May 2017
Students of the Month

Jacob Bean and Elena Swirczek

Best wishes on all of your future endeavors!

April & May
Students

of the
Month

Norsemen
Families
Do you own a business or know of a business or 
organization that might be willing to advertise in the 
Norsemen Pride newsletter? Advertising businesses or 
services in the Norsemen Pride helps defer the cost of 
production, allowing us to to bring you North Muskegon 
school district news three times a year. Deadline to commit 
for ad space for our next publication is November 22, 
2017. If interested, please contact Mark Williamson at 
mark@orshalproductions.com 
or (231) 578-4275.

Thanks for your consideration!

Beth Soelberg
Secretary, North Muskegon Elementary
231-719-4206
bsoelberg@nmps.net

http://www.muskegoncc.edu/apply
http://www.northshoredentalassociates.com/
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AP Language is rigorous. My proudest moment as a teacher is watching the 
students’ continual growth as writers. From developing their style, to explaining 
rhetorical devices, to pointing out fallacies, these students grew as writers this 
year. Writing is a process that needs to be nurtured over time. Regardless of their 
AP scores, these students left class better writers, analysts, and readers and that 
is what I am most proud of this year - the journey. – Zach Fricke

On Fridays I allow a little free exploration of any materials in my classroom 
(markers, playdough, math manipulatives, etc.). My proudest moment was when I 
saw students use this time to pull out their sight words and participate in activities 
that are during our daily five learning time. I loved that instead of drawing they 
picked up magnet tiles and created words on the whiteboard or they would 
pretend to be teachers and work on solving math problems the way they have 
been taught. It really showed me that my class enjoys learning and it brings me so 
much joy that I have helped to create that kind of environment!
- Chalie Henderson

First Marching Band performance for NM in 25 years! We were definitely small 
but the kids showed strength in many basic principles of marching and playing. 
The best part was that when they came off the field I could see that they had just 
experienced the exact kind of “rush” that comes from performing on the field like 
that. They enjoyed it and many are excited for this next year! – Cory Daniell

One of our new students with a cognitive disability excelled in track! It is a tribute 
to all the teachers and coaches who supported him. This student would not have, 
and did not, achieve this at his previous school. This is what inclusive means! 
The ear to ear smile, the metals that broke records! Really! This young man has 
an accomplishment because we provided it for him! You have no idea what this 
means to this young man. He has never experienced what NM has provided, the 
pride and sense of belonging! Thank You! – Mary Derks

I am very proud of how well Numeracy went this year. The middle school students 
in Numeracy, who historically struggle in math, doubled their rate of improvement 
on the SMI over their peers first semester! - Jonathan Allen

It is so hard to choose just one moment from my fabulous kiddos :) My proudest 
moment was when my kiddo was reading a Level E text and he got to the end and 
he said, “I read that all by myself!” When he realized that he could do this very 
labor intensive task on his own--it was one of those” this is why I teach” moments! 
- Lindsey Bentley

We have some exceptional thinkers in our student body. It makes me proud to 
watch them develop their logical thinking skills by demanding evidence to support 
scientific claims. It is great to see them collaborate on projects/conceptual 
models that apply the laws of the universe while meeting challenges in the lab 
setting. – Tony Jarvis

We started the school year with eight students who were significantly at risk 
for attaining the credits necessary to graduate. All eight crossed the stage at 
graduation. Working with individual students in creating plans of success is very 
rewarding, for them and for me! Thank you. – Jon Tunney

Seeing a difference that mentorship can make is very rewarding. Again this year 
I witnessed first-hand the power of peer mentorship within the Norse United 
program. Connecting students to have a positive impact on the social-emotional 
growth of another is powerful stuff. My proudest teaching moment was when 
a mentor came to me and said, “Thanks for thinking of me for this program. I 
recognized that school is much more that academics and that I can be a positive 
change in how someone feels at school just by my presence in their life.” Looking 
forward to year 5 for Norse United this fall! – Tina Gallo

I am proud of three things this year. I love to see the “light bulb” go on when 
students are able to make the connection between letter sounds and the creation 
of a word. Their reading and writing really take off! Another highlight is to watch 
children make a Beautiful Oops out of a mistake. If you have never read Beautiful 
Oops, you need to! Finally, it has been a real joy to observe our student with 
autism as he has blossomed both academically and socially. I love to watch him 
interacting with his peers. – Melita Swier

Teaching several performing ensembles allows for many “mountain top” proud 
moments. Watching your students rise to the occasion, perform at the top of their 
ability, overcoming obstacles (that audiences and judges don’t even know about) 
is always inspiring and gratifying. Receiving high ratings at Festival, seeing several 
individual students achieve some very high state-wide recognitions this year. As 
full ensembles, to pull off each performance, each individual must master so 
many complex skills and rich layers of knowledge as they develop as musicians 
and learners. I’ve always been personally aware of (and proud of) this process 
and the learning happening in my classes, but the great focus on Standards- 
Based teaching and grading has helped me pass this “learner awareness” to my 
students this year. As proud as I am standing on stage and watching them shine 
as they make music, I think this year I have been even prouder as I read or heard 
their written and spoken words ABOUT their own learning. I am so proud of their 
ability to self-reflect, to use musical vocabulary, to identify specific areas of growth, 
to prioritize and set goals and strategize for higher mastery. These self-reflective 
skills will help them take what they have learned in my classroom...out into their 
own music-making and learning (outside of Orchestra), and hopefully into every 
area of their lives. – Angela Corbin

Working with the be nice. committee of students and staff. Starting at ground zero 
with approximately 50 students, having little vision of an outcome but knowing 
there needed to be a product in a short period of three weeks. When we gathered 
for the assembly, I was blown away at the maturity, composure and poise of our 
Middle and High School students. The leadership witnessed and bonds formed 
during this process were incredible. – Tracy Schofield

I was amazed at the growth shown this year through our new Reader’s workshop. 
Being new to this program and to this grade level, I wasn’t sure what to expect, 
and they exceeded my expectations! A proud moment earlier in the year was when 
a student said, “I just LOVE how much we get to talk about books in here!” And 
then just this week, I asked them to talk about what they had learned. Several of 
the students jumped in with, “We learned how to read intensely!” “We now know 
how to read to learn, and not to read the ‘waiting for the dentist way.’” “We know 
how to find the theme and understand the symbolism, we understand complex 
characters!” – Amy Zonnebelt

My proudest moment of teaching this year came on the last day. During the year, 
the fifth grade adopted the motto “Raise the Bar” as a way of reminding the 
students to strive to improve themselves and the school a little bit every day. Many 
of the students started jumping up and touching our “Raise the Bar” sign when 
they left the room as a way of reminding themselves to do their best. We talked 
about how this act symbolized a personal commitment to do a little better than 
they had the day before. As we lined up for promotion on the last day, many of my 
students, without any mention or prompting, jumped and touched the sign on their 
way to promotion. I’d like to think that this simple gesture was their way of saying 
they would take the idea of “raising the bar” with them as they began their new 
journey into middle school. – Jeffrey Reeths

Proud Teaching Moments at NMPS 2017!
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Our NM School Board is welcoming two new members this year: 

Mr. Paul Young and Mrs. Lisa Winter. 

Mrs. Winter moved to North Muskegon in 2015 with her husband and three children. 

She is a science writer who is passionate about promoting science and education. 

We look forward to her service! 

Mr. Young is a longtime North Muskegon resident, along with his wife and four children. 

Mr. Young, who is also “coach” to much of our NM community, is the 

director of the North Muskegon Youth Baseball program. 

We are grateful to have the additional leadership 

and experience of both of our new board members!

Welcome to our new 
North Muskegon School Board members!
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